
® SUBUDVOICE
No. 169  JANUARY 2026      www.subudvoice.net      e: subudvoice@gmail.com • Editor: Harris Smart

The Centennial 
Year 
The Editor writes… 

2025 was a big year for Subud, a 
very big year. 

We came into 2025 riding the crest of 
the wave from the 2024 World Congress 
in Kalimantan which everyone agrees 
was a successful and inspiring event 
(even if there was some flu about). 

It was clear that the Congress ush-
ered in an era in which the feminine is 
especially prized, because the two most 
important decisions which were taken 
there were (1) a woman, Rifka Several 
from the USA, was chosen as the new 
chair of the World Subud Association, 
and (2) the venue selected for the next 
world Congress is Fatima in Portugal, 
which has a special connection to Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. 
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The latihan continues 
to be as strong as 

when it was gifted to 
us by Bapak...“ ”

Bapak.

Rifka. Fatima.



2025 was the celebration of our Centenary. 
Subud has been in the world for 100 years. As 
Bapak records in his autobiography, it all began 
in 1925 in the city of Semarang when... 

“On a night that I normally kept free for study-
ing and did not host my fellow seekers, I shut 
my textbooks and went for a walk. On the way 
back home I passed along Kalisari Street, which 
leads to the Candi district. It was about 1am 
when, just in front of the new public hospital that 
was under construction, I was startled by a light 
shining from above. I looked up to see a ball of 
radiant white light fall onto my head.  

“My body started shaking; my chest was 
heaving. I feared I would collapse in the street. I quickened my pace to get home as quickly as pos-
sible. But on reaching the house, the shaking stopped and my chest was calm. I knocked on the 
door, which was immediately opened by my mother, who asked, ‘Why do you look so pale?’ to 
which I responded, briefly, ‘It's nothing!’ 

“I went directly to my room and stretched out on my bed. I folded my arms over my chest and 
surrendered to Almighty God. Amazing: I saw my whole being filled with light. This lasted for just 
half a minute. Then I arose, but not from my own will, and went to the room that I used for prayer 
and study. There I stood and performed two raka'ats of prayer. After finishing the prayer, I returned 
and lay down again on my bed and fell asleep.” 

So, January and February 2025 saw Centennial celebrations of this event beginning in Jakarta. 
Our correspondent Arifin Dwi Slamet wrote… 

Signs of international excitement began to appear on January 25, when members from abroad 
arrived at Wisma Barata Pamulang in the evening. It was Saturday, the regular Latihan schedule 
for the Pamulang group, so it was not surprising that the atmosphere was increasingly lively be-
cause the Indonesian members mingled with their brothers and sisters from abroad who were par-
ticipants of the napak tilas (a figurative term in Indonesian that means “a journey undertaken to 
reminisce about various events in the past”). 

Events followed in Wisma Subud which had been for many years Bapak’s home, and a place 
visited by Subud members from all around the world. The visit included also going to Bapak’s mau-
soleum in the mountains. 

From there the tour moved to Semarang, 
where Bapak first received the latihan and later 
had an Ascension experience. The time in Se-
marang included latihan in Bapak’s house, a 
visit to Bapak’s birthplace in the village of Ke-
dung Jati, and the annual general meeting of 
Subud Indonesia.  

Rifka Several wrote of this event… 
The cutting of the rice mountain had a special 

message for us all: Ibu Yati asked representatives 
from Subud youth to come forward for the cere-
mony. Indeed, they are the future of Subud, and I 
was glad to see them honoured in this way. My 
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hope is that more younger members become part 
of our organization and achieve the necessary 
changes for our future. 

After having visited all these places from the 
past, the centenary tour finished in Kalimantan 
which represents our future. In all these differ-
ent places there were many events attended by 
hundreds of people from within Indonesia and 
overseas. Much credit must go to the Indone-
sian Organising Committee which arranged it all 
so well. 

 
The Summer… 
The European summer saw a number of signif-

icant events. Probably the most important of these 
was the meeting of WSC in Fatima. Everyone who 
was at this meeting has reported very positively 
about it.  

In our last issue for example we quoted Harissa 
Deligianni, the Zone 4 representative from Greece 
who said that: “Throughout the meeting I felt very 
free to express myself in a very supportive envi-
ronment. The feeling of connection and the free-
dom of expression was what was most important 
for me.  

“It was a contrast to former times when such 
meetings seemed to grind on painfully and inter-
minably with little or no result at the end. There 
has been a clear progress!” 

Then there was a meeting in Germany, again 
applauded by everybody who attended; it cele-
brated the 60th year of Subud in Germany. Also 
occurring in the context of the meeting was a Zone 
4 Gathering. Our correspondent at the event, Julia 
Russell, wrote, “I very much liked that the latihan 
was so prominent, two latihans a day morning and 
evening and also plenty of opportunity, and 
spaces, for kejiwaan and personal testing.” 

The third event which we reported in our 
November issue was a wonderful Subud holi-
day held in Greece where people not only saw 
the ancient sites and enjoyed the culture of 
Greece, but there was also lots of latihan, test-
ing and meeting with old friends. You might say 
these Greek holidays are creating a template 
for how many more holidays can be held in the 
future. Robiyan Easty wrote, “We had latihans 
every morning and they were deep and pro-
found; for sure they left Zoom latihans in the 
dust. This gathering was truly a great gift, both 
to those who organized it and the 53 visitors 
from 13 countries. One of the huge benefits of 
these meetings is the opportunity to come to-
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gether, sometimes after 10, 20 or 30 years and find 
that the bonds we formed are still there, unbroken.” 

Let us leave the final word on 2025, to our WSA 
Chair Rifka Several, as she looks to the future... 

“After the Kalimantan Congress, starting my role, 
I quickly became aware of the worldwide network of 
dedicated Subud members, and I am so grateful to 
be part of this. As I travel it is apparent that the mem-
bers sincerely doing latihan also provide so much 
support. All this energy is truly honored. 

“Many of us are thinking about Subud in the future. 
We can be assured that the latihan continues to be 
strong and that it is followed as was gifted to us by Bapak. Our Archives work to preserve Bapak 
and Ibu’s communications and our history. However, it may be that our organizations explore how 
we can fulfill the changing needs of our members. I believe we have the flexibility to do this.” 

Photos by Kenneth Clark, Arif Dwi Slamet, Julia Russel, Viktor Boehm, Robiyan Easty, Ashwin 
Rajaraman and courtesy of Bapak’s family. 

 

Subud Americas 
Gathering in  
November 2026 
The organising team informs... 

The Subud Americas Gathering will be 
held in Puerto Varas, Chile, from Novem-
ber 10 to 17, 2026. 

Our beloved Bapak traveled the world 
spreading the latihan kejiwaan of Subud, 
covering thousands of kilometers to give 
the contact, share with his brothers and 
sisters and allow the development of 
Subud. Meetings between Subud broth-
ers and sisters are very important for 
continuing the work begun by Bapak, al-
lowing us to bring the latihan to different 
parts of the world and strengthen ties be-
tween us. 

The motivation for this Americas Gathering is to humbly contribute to this, creating opportunities 
for us to experience the essence of the latihan in our lives. 

Puerto Varas is considered one of the most beautiful cities in Chile. It is located at the gateway 
to Chilean Patagonia, surrounded by lakes, rivers, volcanoes, and native forests. 

As a highly touristic city that receives thousands of visitors each year, it boasts a large hotel ca-
pacity, with a wide range of prices, from hostels and backpacker hostels to five-star hotels for those 
looking for a super comfortable stay. Puerto Varas hosts conventions every year, so there's a wide 
variety of options for these events, including hotels with convention centers, halls of various sizes, 
and more. 

Being a fairly small city, most hotels and convention centers are just steps away, making it very 
easy for members to get from their accommodations to the meeting venue, which they can easily 
do on foot. 
for a very detailed presentation of the event, please click:  
https://www.subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/November/Presentation_Subud_Americas_Gathering_2026.pdf 
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The SICA Annual General Meeting on 8th November went quite well. Thank you, everyone, for a 
great event together. Did you miss the Party? No worries! You can see the recording here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/6UXFOaQc0vbtiTwpocDQIb8OzYsy2R4ipz5-g_Ao-h1ptcQfxFgQtA3t5kdx6tjb.YAWXseYMQOhvKbLr?startTime=1762618303000 
Passcode: O!18n1$5 
Here are the links you requested:  
Getting to Know Each Other Series, video submission forms:   
For non-Google accounts (submission via links to your video): 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12FwxGWp6WkWhnAPni82rIhxnziQczYK_z6aCPr2ozow/edit 
For Google accounts (uploading straight to the SICA drive): 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfk9Cmc9h47YFUqtiNQ7Es3Z0BDmtRyKtf3CwKkLh1vuethQ/viewform?usp=header 
Featured creators: Dr Selena Wisnom's newest book, "The Library of Ancient Wisdom":   
USA: https://www.amazon.com/Library-Ancient-Wisdom-Mesopotamia-Making/dp/0226822559 
UK: https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/443027/the-library-of-ancient-wisdom-by-wisnomselena/9780241519639 
Selena's website: https://www.selenawisnom.com  
English translation of the Epic of Creation: https://www.ebl.lmu.de/corpus/L/1/2/SB/I 
Latifah Taormina's book, "Ha Ha Among the Trumpets: an Improvisational Journey": 
https://www.amazon.com/Ha-Among-Trumpets-Improvisational-Journey/dp/B0BRLVS7B3 and 
https://www.lulu.com/shop/latifah-taormina/ha-ha-among-the-trumpets/paperback/productvzmme4.html?q=ha+ha+among+the+trumpets&page=1&pageSize=4 
Matthew Cooke's website, "Survivors Guide to Earth":   https://www.survivorsguidetoearth.com 
Hassan Czwiertnia, guitar:  www.themusic.at    https://subudmarketplace.com/hassanczwiertnia 
SICA matters:Follow-up Survey of AGM event:  https://forms.gle/syukwDZovdzkV1Td9  
SICA membership information: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PXVBdBEtLI46_VmjpVyxSCYQZSWECs2J/view?usp=drive_link 
The WSC Dessert Recipe Book:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CGRqHqGpokxscJoh7k7d8OTMMlmPph59/view?usp=drive_link 
KATALYST, Daphne Alexopoulou: https://daphnealexopoulou.com 
2024 SICA Annual Report (written):  Coming soon - watch this space! •



Would you Like to Be Part of a Subud Success Story? 
Harris Madden writes… 

Having traded for 17 years now, WOW Borneo 
(Kalimantan Destination Tours, KDT) is an endur-
ing and successful Subud enterprise. Its business 
revolves around providing high-comfort river 
cruises into the Kalimantan rainforest for a once-
in-a-lifetime orangutan, wildlife and Dayak cultural 
experiences. It operates five boats - the Rahai'i 
Pangun, the Spirit of Kalimantan, the Sekonyer, 
the Kumai and, most recently, the Spirit of Laman-
dau (photo) - along three different rivers in Central 
Kalimantan. 

Having survived the lean years of Covid, WOW 
Borneo recovered above and beyond expecta-
tions and is now paying dividends each year to its 20 Subud shareholders. In addition to the recently 
added fifth boat to its fleet, the company has also purchased land in Palangkaraya where it is build-
ing its new offices. 

For their own reasons, and not related to the business, several shareholders would like to put 
their shares on the market (including small and more substantial holdings). If you're interested and 
would like to know more about this thriving company and how you can become part of it, please 
contact Harris Madden (director) at harris.madden@gmail.com 

 
Halstein Stralberg: Subud Is My Life 
Interviewed by Sahlan Simon Cherpitel: Halstein Stralberg : Subud Is My Life (50 min) 
https://vimeo.com/cherpitel/halsteinStralberg 
Sahlan Simon Cherpitel writes… 

Halstein Stralberg (1939 - 2022) was one of the handful of Subud helpers whose receiving I 
could always trust. I first photographed him at a California regional gathering at Tahquitz Pines Re-
treat in Idyllwild, in the Spring of 1970, a place that Lorenzo Music described as “Dachau with trees”. 
My last photos of him and his dear wife Ida were taken 45 years later at their home in Lake Forest 
Park, a suburb of Seattle, Washington, in 2015. 

In between I visited and photographed him and Ida at the home they maintained in the Sunset Park 
area of Santa Monica, California, as well as a few Subud congresses and gatherings over the years. 

He served Subud in virtually every helper position, and many repeatedly, over the years. My test-
ing with him at the World Congress in Toronto in 1979 served to turn my spiritual “crisis” around 
from misbehaving toward beneficial receiving. It is his signature as International Helper that is on 
my Subud Helpers Card issued in 1991. 

In our interview from 16 May 2015, Halstein gives his experience of Subud & how it has impacted 
his life & work. 
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Talking to Rianti… 
Harris Smart interviews Rianti 
Cartwright who lives in Jakarta. She is 
publishing a series of children’s books 
inspired by her own daughter. She 
talks about her work in social media 
as an influencer and reflects on issues 
such as the impact of AI… 

Harris: Let’s begin by talking about 
your books. Are they a series already? 

Rianti: I've done two, but the plan, 
well, hopefully, if my publishers agree, 
is to do a whole series about Kara and 
her friends. The first book, Teman-Teman Baru Kara, is more introductory. It's just introducing Kara, 
who she is, and suddenly, all her furry little friends enter her life.  

Then the second book is Batik Pertama Kara. It's Kara again. She lives in Jogja, and we explore 
that historic city. We focus on all the fun adventures she enjoys while trying to learn batik accom-
panied by her little animal friends. Hopefully, we'll have a third and a fourth book. Maybe she goes 
to Sumatra, goes to her friend’s house, or visits her grandma in Bandung. I'm hoping to do a whole 
series highlighting different places in Indonesia. 

Harris: Great idea. How old is she?  
Rianti: Kara in the book is around seven. It's not really specified, but our target audience is little 

girls, seven to thirteen. I'm hoping that her audience grows with her. 
Harris: She has animal friends. Furry friends? Tell me a little bit more about that. 
Rianti: It's always been my dream to write a children's book with little furry friends. I've always been 

obsessed with this type of book because my dad always gave them to me growing up. Books like 
The Wind in the Willows. I like those anthropomorphic characters. They're animals, but they also drink 
tea and dress like humans. I wanted to do something like that but focusing on Indonesian fauna.  

I was very specific with the type of animals I wanted because obviously, we all know about Ko-
modo dragons and orangutans, and they're very important to highlight, but there are actually a lot 
of different animals that are endemic to Indonesia that are also endangered, like the kuskus kerdil 
and the kelinci belang. I had never heard of these animals. 

I was sent a book by this organization that protects these animals called Sahabat Satwa. This 
book had all these different animals, and I thought, "Oh, they're so cute." I didn't know Indonesia 
had these little kelinci belangs with really short ears. I thought, "You know what? I want to write a 
book about these animals." 

Harris: Are these little bear-like animals? 
Rianti: In the back of each of my books, there are 

explanations about these animals. This book is avail-
able on the BukuAku app. Actually, BukuAku’s cam-
paign is to increase literacy in Indonesia. They do a 
lot of collaborations with different people in entertain-
ment. We get to write our own books, and they just 
support us. It's a really good company.  

It's a digital library where you can access so many 
Indonesian books. In the back of each book, there's 
a little explanation about animals like the kelinci be-
lang. Where it's from in Sumatra, and whether or not 
it's endangered, unique facts about them. 

Harris: They are very cute. 
Rianti: I worked with an amazing illustrator, Eldita. 

I had to hunt her down because she's really popular. 
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Rianti Cartwright and her daughter Cara Rose who is the  
inspiration for Kara.

The first book introduces Kara and her Indonesian 
animal friends.



I begged her to work with me. 
Harris: Oh, yes. They're very good. 
Rianti: I think with children's books, the illustrations are 

half of the story. I made sure that she put all these little 
details in, like just the flora. Typically, Indonesian plants, 
you'd see the hibiscus and the palm trees. I wanted it to 
be accurate. 

Harris: Do they have your daughter's name in the title? 
Rianti: Yes. Kara is loosely based on my daughter, 

Cara Rose, who is still in kindergarten. Just her personal-
ity, she's very inquisitive, adventurous and brave. She has 
curly hair. Kara is based on my daughter, but I want the 
character to eventually develop and have a life of her own. 
Of course, I didn't want any pressure on my daughter. 

Harris: Good. Is the book already selling?  
Rianti: Yes, it’s doing okay. I'm quite happy with the 

sales. It's a new thing for me. I've never done this before. 
It's just really nice to have something physical you can 
hold and say, "Oh, I wrote a children's book."  

I really love the illustrations. I also like the mission be-
hind it. I want to remind children of different aspects of Indonesia and Indonesian culture. The ge-
ography and culture we're inheriting, like batik. Every time we think about batik, it's very formal. It's 
for formal occasions like weddings. I want to show children that batik can be fun. Learning batik 
can be fun. It doesn't always have to be so heavy and formal.  

Social Media… 
Harris: As well as your books, you are an influ-

encer on social media. How many followers do 
you have? 

Rianti: My Instagram has 1.1 million at the mo-
ment, 1.1 million followers, and our TikTok has about 
98,000. TikTok is a new thing. My husband and I 
work together, and we're trying to grow our TikTok 
audience. It's a completely new thing. You do it live 
and you interact with your audience live. We're try-
ing to do that every day for at least two hours. 

Harris: You have to be very committed, don't 
you, to do that? 

Rianti: You have to be because there's the al-
gorithm. You have to try to work with the algorithm 
and have it help you. In order to do that, you have 
to be very consistent with your lives and your con-
tent. There's a lot of formulas and math behind it. 
I was recently invited to the TikTok offices in 
Jakarta, and they were telling me all that stuff. 
Personally, I prefer to grow my handle organically. 
But in this world, you do have to learn new things 
and try to make them work for you. 

Harris: How did all this begin for you? Tell me a little bit about your background.  
Rianti: Absolutely. I was born in Bandung in 1983. I went to the international school where my 

dad was a librarian. I moved to Jakarta for university. I found a sandwich program from the Univer-
sity of Tasmania in Hobart. This is for a Bachelor of Commerce. It was two years in Jakarta. Then, 
in the final year, I was supposed to go and finish it in Hobart.  
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Our target audience is 
little girls, seven to  

thirteen...“ ”
The book contains accurate information about the 

 animals including whether they are  
endangered or not. 

The book features some of the not so well-
known furry animals of Indonesia.
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MTV, the Music Television offices in Jakarta, were 
in the same building as my campus. I would pass 
their offices on the way down to the canteen, the food 
court. The producers would hang out there. One of 
them asked me, "Would you like to do a casting?" 

I had just moved from Bandung. I was very shy. I 
still had that Bandung accent. I was like, "Oh, is it 
going to be accepted here in Jakarta?" You know, 
on national TV. He kept asking me and asking me. 
I thought, "You know what? I'm just going to get this 
over with. I'm going to do the casting. Then he won't 
call me anymore."  

So, I did the casting. Surprisingly, I got called 
back and offered a job as a guest VJ. Then, as a 
VJ, they offered me a contract. Then, film offers 
started coming in. That's how I started my career as 
a film actress. 

I ended up finishing my university degree online, 
which was convenient. I just went to Hobart for the 
graduation. It took me about six years because I 
could only do two subjects per semester. I started 
making movies. Then, I did sitcoms.  

I've tried many things. I've been a judge for In-
donesia Mencari Bakat, which is a talent show. I've 
been a host for different programs like Bedah Rumah, which is a home renovation project. Most re-
cently, I have been a children's book writer. I've been wear-
ing many hats. 

During the pandemic, we stayed home for two years and 
just discovered that we could actually work from home, just 
doing social media stuff. That's been great. 

Harris: What are some of the main areas that you work 
in as an influencer? What are some of your main themes? 
Travel? 

Rianti: Yes. Travel. We were invited by Queensland last 
year just to travel around Brisbane and the Gold Coast, 
which is really nice. 

Harris: Good. 
Rianti: We've done a few collaborations with Club Med. 

We went to Japan and the Maldives, which was very, very 
nice. It was our first time. Just doing a lot of hotel reviews.  

Harris: Have you also been a singer? 
Rianti: No. That's where my talent stops. 
Harris: Really? 
Rianti: No, I can't. [laughs] I wish I could. I wish I could sing, but no. I sing in the car.  
Dealing with AI… 
Rianti: In a recent corporate event where I was a speaker, there were some very interesting ques-

tions because some people were asking, "How do you deal with change? What do you think about 
AI?" I had thought the arts was the one thing that was safe from AI because you cannot duplicate 
human emotion and art; you need humans to do that, but that's not what has happened at all. 

My kind of backup plan was to be a writer, but now with ChatGPT, everybody can be a writer. 
You just give them prompts. Then, even with acting now, you don't actually have to physically be 
somewhere. You do one scene, and then they can duplicate your face and your emotions into a 

In the second book Kara and her friends visit the  
historic city of Jogja and learn how to do Batik.

Kara and the animals make batik.
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whole movie. That's, I think, the next thing that's going to be a 
challenge for us. How are we going to survive and manage it? 
It could make our lives easier. It could also put us out of work. 
That's an interesting thing to prepare for in the future. 

I also believe every time there's a threat, there's also an oppor-
tunity. Before, it was so hard to become famous or have an impact. 
It was harder. To be an MTV VJ, you had to go through a very rigid 
casting process, and you were really dependent on all these ex-
ecutives and the analog TV. Now you can create your own plat-
form, you can create your own audience. I learned that during the 
pandemic, where we started getting work from Instagram. 

Now different marketplaces like Shopee or Tokopedia, have 
asked me to become an affiliate promoting different products 
that I use. It's really interesting. I'm always learning something 
new. It’s hard to keep up. There are a lot of streaming channels 
I haven't even had the chance to study. You feel like you learn 
something, and then something else comes up, something new. 
Sometimes you just have to take a step back. 

Harris: It's a strange world now with AI, isn't it? Because it 
opens up new possibilities, but also it opens up new kinds of 
dangers and things that are so unpredictable. It's very strange. 

Rianti: Absolutely. Yes, you don't know what to believe now, 
right? You're always asking, "Is that AI?" right? 

Harris: Yes. Just even in the area of scamming. The scams 
are now so realistic. I got one yesterday. 

Rianti: Oh, no. 
Harris: Well, I didn't do it. The first email I got, I thought this was real. Some person, my friend, 

asking for money. Then the second one, I knew it was a scam, so it was okay. Now they can fake 
the voice, fake the image. It's very tricky. 

Rianti: Everything. It's really scary. It really is. Yes, I think that's our next challenge, how to keep 
up with all of that. I think it's moving at a pace that I don't know if we can actually control it. We just 
pray and just take it one day at a time. 

Harris: Yes. I guess it's a little bit like surfing, isn't it? You just have to keep riding those waves. 
Tell me a little bit about your husband. 

Rianti: Oh, yes. He used to have a restaurant which closed during the pandemic. Again, that 
was a very interesting time for us because we had waited to have our daughter for nine years. Ac-
tually, she's our little miracle. We did IVF, and I got pregnant. Three months later, the pandemic 
happened. Basically, we stayed home for two years. His restaurant closed, and obviously, I wasn't 
getting any work outside the home because I was at home with the baby. I didn't want to go out 
there and risk illness with the pandemic and everything. That's when those new opportunities arose. 

Suddenly, we got all this work from social media. We started doing these skits together. They 
started getting traction, and then these offers came. That paved the way for our travel influencing, 
which we do together. We actually do as a family, but I don't want my daughter to ever think that 
she's working. It’s mostly focused on my husband and me.  

He's been great. He's been a life partner and also a work partner. He's a great guy. Now, he's 
really into padel. The padel craze has been taking over Jakarta. Are you familiar with padel? It's 
like tennis. It's a racket sport. There's tennis, and there's padel, and there's pickleball. Padel is in 
between pickleball and tennis. It has taken over Indonesia. 

Harris: Really? 
Rianti: Yes. There's a lot of side hustles and side businesses going on with padelwear, equipment, 

even hair braiding, physiotherapy, all that stuff, to deal with all the padel injuries. 
Harris: He's good at that, is he? 
Rianti: He is. He discovered that he's very good at that, so he's been doing tournaments every weekend. >  

Then I did  
sitcoms. I’ve 
tried many 

things...“ ”
Rianti and her husband Cas are travel in-
fluencers. Here they are in the Maldives. 



Harris: Really? 
Rianti: Yes. Our life now is basically influencing, and 

also padel. [laughs] 
Harris: What name do you use on your book?  
Rianti: Rianti Cartwright. Officially, I'm Rianti Nainggolan, 

but I guess I started my career as Rianti Cartwright, so that's the name I'm sticking with. 
Harris: How does your daughter feel about all this? How does she feel about being in a book? 
Rianti: She loves it. She is such an extrovert. There she is now. She's just run into the room. [speaks 

to daughter] Hi, darling. 
She's such an extrovert. She's a Leo. She loves attention. She's always saying, "My book, 

mommy, this is my book." During the launch, I had to sign a few books, and she was right there 
signing her name with me. She likes it. She loves it. Yes, for her, it's just funny. She's like, "Why am 
I in a book?" She recognizes herself. 

Harris: Can she read? 
Rianti: Not yet, but she's learning. She's just starting to learn to read very slowly. It's been fun. 
Cara Rose: Hi. Hello. 
Harris: Hello. Does she speak English? 
Rianti: Yes, she can. She goes to the New Zealand school in Jakarta. 
Harris: Do you know about Australia? Does she know about Australia? 
Cara Rose: Yes. 
Rianti: Where did we go, Cara Rose? Who did we see?  
Cara Rose: We saw Bluey. 
Harris: So Bluey is popular, even in Jakarta. 
Rianti: Yes, we went to Bluey's World. (Bluey is an internationally successful Australian children’s 

cartoon show about a breed of Australian dog called the Blue Heeler.) We were one of the first to 
enjoy Bluey's World in Brisbane. 

Harris: Bluey has been such a big success, hasn't it? 
Rianti: Yes, I love Bluey. Actually, I enjoy watching Bluey. It's gentle. See, as a parent, you do 

have to filter all these different shows that your children watch. I feel like Bluey is one of the gentler 
ones, like the music and the colors. It's not so overstimulating. 

Harris: You don't have any problem with the Australian accents? 
Rianti: No. No, we love the accents.  
Harris: It's been very nice to meet you all. 
Rianti: Likewise. So nice to meet you.  Please come visit us. Bye-bye. 
 
To see a video of Rianti introducing her book click: https://www.instagram.com/reel/DA-h5-YPFfd/?hl=en 

Rianti’s books can be purchased at Shopee and Tokopedia. Her social media work can be seen on TikTok 
and Instagram. 

 
WSA Archive Photography 
By Sahlan Simón Cherpitel... 
Note from Archives: As so many of you know, Sahlan Simón Cherpitel is our premier Subud still 
photographer. His career began within a hundred days after he was opened in Canada in 1968. He 
first photographed Bapak in San Francisco a year later, and over 100 of his best Bapak shots from 
the 12 years thru 1981 are featured at  https://subuh.com  

In 1971, financially unable to attend the World Congress in Indonesia, but simultaneously with 
the Congress, he executed a large photo commission that funded his and his wife Josephina’s jour-
ney to Wisma Subud for Ramadhan.  

While preparing for the trip, Sahlan had the inspiration to photograph all of Bapak’s extended 
family, for Bapak, and this intention finally included most all the major Subud people in residence, 
the bamboo long houses and the compound, as well as Javanese and Balinese countrysides, vil-
lages and people. His documentation of Subud in Indonesia and Wisma Subud continued in 1981, 
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AI is the next thing 
that’s going to be a 
challenge for us...“ ”

>  
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and concluded on his 3rd visit in 2012 to 
Kalimantan and Rungan Sari. 

Sahlan photographed many Subud 
events, congresses and gatherings, espe-
cially in California, generally with only his 
registration and film expenses funded.  

Sahlan also shot literally tens of thou-
sands of Subud member portraits. One of 
Bapak’s granddaughters once told him that 
they liked his photos because ‘they show 
how the people really look.’ 

Ibu Kursinah died 1974, age 97, accord-
ing to Bapak's “autobiography," which would 
make her birth date 1880 in the Javanese Is-
lamic calendar. 

I photographed Bapak’s mother, affection-
ately known as ‘Granny’ to the family, only 
one time, in November 1971, in the main sit-
ting room of the Big House, Bapak’s home in 
Wisma Subud. 

The shooting was set up by Mardiwati Ni-
colosi (later Mary Brown) who was my main 
helper in carrying out the recording of all of 
Bapak’s extended family during our 60 day 
stay surrounding Ramadhan. Besides 
Granny, this session included photographing Ibu Rahayu (eg: the great ‘casual’ shot used on the 
Subud Library to illustrate her talks), Ibu Tuti Horthy and Ibu Tigna Lowther (still a teen then).” 

 
Family Openings 
by Arifin Dwi Slamet, Subud Indonesia... 

A unique phenomenon has emerged in Subud Indonesia over the last fifteen years: the simulta-
12
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Ibu Kursinah Sumohadiwidjojo, Bapak’s mother,  
November 1971.

The author (seated, far left) with his wife and daughter, his cousins, his aunt, his nieces and nephews, his 
grandchild, and his in-laws on the first day of Eid al-Fitr in 2023. This kind of big family get-together is a 

common sight in Indonesia during major religious holidays. 



neous joining of entire families. They go 
through their three-month waiting period 
together or sequentially, and their official 
opening is even treated as a “family open-
ing”, held at the exact same date and time, or in close proximity to that time. 

One Subud brother confided in me that he wished all his siblings and parents would join Subud, 
just so he wouldn’t have to bear the burden of purifying the ancestral “inheritance” all by himself. I 
share the same wish, but we both treat the hope as nothing more than a running joke. That’s be-
cause “shared family responsibility for purification of the self” simply isn’t in the Subud dictionary. 

Family ties are incredibly strong in Indonesia. One clear illustration of this is the massive tradition 
of mudik (the annual mass exodus, or “going home to the village”) that sweeps the nation before 
Eid al-Fitr, which requires the government to seriously strategize and provide adequate transportation 
infrastructure to handle it. Indonesian culture heavily emphasizes the importance of family, evident 
in its close-knit kinship systems and core values like mutual care and a desire to share with others. 

In many situations, the entire Indonesian family gets involved, even when it comes to an individ-
ual member’s personal affairs. The widely held principle here is: “The family is where an individual 
returns to”. Because of this, while it might appear to lack independence, any family member facing 
a problem will receive full support—both moral and material—from the rest of their relatives. 

Family relationships in Indonesia are crucial because they serve as the foundation for character 
development and the education of moral, social, and religious values. They also act as the primary 
means to meet basic needs, provide a sense of security, and ensure the well-being of family mem-
bers. Furthermore, the family is considered the main pillar of national development and resilience, 
as strong families create a solid society and high-quality succeeding generations. 

Family bonds in Indonesia are exceptionally strong, largely influenced by a close-knit kinship 
system, core cultural values like gotong royong (mutual cooperation) and deep care for one another, 
and the interactive support of the village community environment. This cultural inheritance, along 
with the habit of sharing and working together, forges powerful ties between family members and 
communities, forming the bedrock of social resilience. 

Many Indonesian people, particularly in rural areas, live in relatively small communities with a 
clustered settlement pattern. This living arrangement allows for more intense and frequent interac-
tion, often strengthening the bonds among residents because they frequently share common an-
cestry or have familial connections. 

The involvement of the extended family in supporting the life processes of its individual members 
is understandable when we consider kinship ties in Indonesia. What I find truly baffling, though, is 
how a family can become fully involved in the spiritual activity of one of its members, especially 
since spirituality is inherently personal; each individual has their own experience, beliefs, and 
method for seeking meaning, purpose, and connection to something greater than themselves, 
whether it be the universe or a higher power. 

However, a unique phenomenon has emerged in Subud Indonesia over the last fifteen years: 
the simultaneous joining of entire families. They go through their three-month waiting period together 
or sequentially, and their official opening is even treated as a “family opening”, held at the exact 
same date and time, or in close proximity to that time—the only difference being separate rooms 
for the father, mother, and their children due to gender separation.  

Downhill v. Uphill 
As a first-generation Subud member in my family, I can certainly understand the hope expressed 

by the brother I mentioned earlier. In Subud Indonesia, there’s a running joke about “Downhill 
Subud” and “Uphill Subud”. Downhill Subud members are those who come from established Subud 
families—from their grandparents down to their parents. Conversely, Uphill Subud members, like 
me, are the first generation in their respective families. 

While it’s not entirely true, our shared discussions among the Uphill Subud members suggest 
that Downhill members are truly fortunate. Their inner seems to be “supported” or “buoyed” by their 
predecessors who have already been opened and received the Latihan. Meanwhile, we, the first 
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The author (seated in the middle row, far left) along with the men members 
and helpers at the Bogor Subud House, during the celebration of the 41st 
anniversary of the founding of the Subud House in Bogor on December 4, 

2023. The event was marked by a tumpeng (yellow-coned rice) cutting 
ceremony followed by a communal meal in a warm, family-like atmosphere. 

>  

Akhmal Miftahul Huda (left) with his 
father, Bambang Suroso, on the 

porch of the family’s home in Bogor, 
West Java. 

Nurul Hidayah, Bambang’s wife and 
mother of three Subud children. 

Dimas Hidayat Saputra, Bambang’s 
second son, was the last one to join 
Subud, though he only followed one 
and a half years after his parents. 

Agus, Nana’s brother. 

Nana Pramana, member of the 
Bogor Subud group, the first among 

his siblings who joined Subud. Della, Akhmal’s wife, and their son. 

Yayu, Nana’s sister, was the last of 
three Subud siblings in a family, 

which had no prior Subud  
members in their ancestry. 
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generation, often go through a much 
heavier spiritual process, which feels like 
pedaling a bicycle up a steep hill with legs 
that aren’t yet trained for the effort. 

While it’s not entirely unheard of, the phenomenon of a member joining Subud alongside some 
or all of their family still inspires awe. And even though this reality doesn’t mean they can “share 
the load” of the ancestral purification, family membership definitely creates a different atmosphere 
within the household and strengthens their kinship. 

The families I’m discussing here aren’t the so-called Downhill Subud members; instead, they 
are families where every single member joins Subud at the same time or close to each other, has 
their openings simultaneously or sequentially, and represents the first Subud generation in their 
immediate family. This trend has been quite significant, especially within the South Jakarta and 
Bogor groups, over the last five years. 

  
Family Picnic 
I know two of such families personally. A father, mother, and their only daughter was opened in 

Cilandak on September 21, 2025. The father is the older brother of a member in Central Java who 
was opened years ago and was the first Subud generation in that family. Now, however, not only the 
father but also the mother and their daughter are the first generation in their own core family unit. 

According to Mono (real name hidden), it was his daughter who first wished to join Subud. Mono 
himself was initially uninterested; he felt he already understood the spiritual world through his life 
experiences and equated the Latihan with techniques he had already practiced. 

His daughter’s interest in Subud drew the small family to a young men helper from the South 
Jakarta group, who owned a culinary business. The family, headed by Mono, often spent their free 
time at the helpers’ café, which was less than a mile from Wisma Subud. Their relaxed chats with 
the helpers ultimately solidified Mono’s only daughter’s resolve to join Subud. Joking around, the 
helpers suggested that it might be a good idea for Mono and his wife to go through the three-month 
waiting period just to keep their daughter company, and at the same time, experience the waiting 
period for candidate Subud members. 

During the waiting period, Mono’s eyes were opened; he realized that Subud was genuinely dif-
ferent from the spiritual paths he claimed to have followed before. Ultimately, he caught his daugh-
ter’s enthusiasm and remained eager for his opening. He was overjoyed when he was finally opened, 
at the exact same date and time as his wife and daughter. Now, he’s even more enthusiastic about 
knowing more about Subud through his experiences under the guidance of the Latihan Kejiwaan. 

A similar story was shared with me by the head of another small family who also had their open-
ings at the same time. The father had learned about Subud from a neighbor who had been opened 
for over a year. Their daughter once joked with me that every time her little family came to Wisma 
Subud, especially on Sunday afternoons, it felt like a family picnic. 

 
Chance Encounter 
During the pandemic, when the Latihan halls in Jakarta were closed and members’ Latihans 

were moved to their respective homes, the Bogor Subud House in West Java kept its doors open 
for anyone who wished to do Latihan. Unsurprisingly, many members from South Jakarta, who 
couldn’t do Latihan at home, headed to the city located over 40 kilometers south of Jakarta. 

An interesting trend emerged at the Latihan Hall in the city that is nicknamed “The Rain City” (it 
receives an exceptionally high amount of rainfall throughout the year), during the pandemic: an in-
crease in the number of new members. Among them was one family who didn’t receive the opening 
all at once, but rather sequentially between 2020 and 2022. 

Without a preceding generation of Subud members in their family, this family found their way 
into Subud through an acquaintance in a hardline Muslim organization, who had already joined 
Subud—and who had left the conservative group. It started with the father (Bambang Suroso), the 
mother (Nurul Hidayah), the first daughter (Esa Nuansyah), the third son (Akhmal Miftahul Huda) 
and his wife (Della), and concluded with the second son (Dimas Hidayat Saputra). 

Family relationships are 
crucial...“ ”

>  
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This family felt immense joy upon joining Subud. Their contributions—in terms of money, effort, 
and time—to Subud Bogor were also astonishing. The family even went so far as to construct a 
small Latihan hall within their own property fence. This hall could be used by members who needed 
a place to stay overnight while they were in Bogor. And an alternative venue for Bogor members to 
hold group Latihans, gatherings, or to have a communal iftar during the month of Ramadan. 

Currently, Bambang and his wife, Nurul, are serving as the vice-chair and secretary of the Bogor 
group, a group well-known for the camaraderie among its members, committee, and helpers. 

The Bogor group also has three siblings who joined Subud in successive years, even though 
they had no family member who had already received the Latihan. The funny thing is, their interest 
in Subud started with a chance encounter experienced by one of them. 

It was Nana who was meeting someone for an entirely separate matter at the Bogor Subud 
House. The person he was supposed to meet happened to be a helper, but the meeting itself 
had nothing to do with Subud. Starting with Nana’s question to the helper about Wisma Subud 
Bogor, he was opened in 2017. His younger siblings, Agus and Yayu, followed in 2020 and 2023 
respectively. 

Hopefully, in the future, we’ll see an even greater surge in Subud membership using the family 
as the platform. This way, we can look forward to mutual motivation within families to do the Latihan 
diligently.© 

 

Why Am I So Listless? 
Second Interview with Ibu Rahayu in 1976: Halimah Polk 
continues her account of meetings with Ibu Rahayu…   

I had been living in Cilandak for about eighteen 
months, teaching at what was then the Joint Embassy 
School – since then renamed the Jakarta International 
School. I was enjoying my work, my life in Indonesia, 
and was deeply immersed in the spiritual waters of 
Cilandak at that time.     

With no television, I became increasingly devoted to 
reading literary fiction for my entertainment.  The school 
had an extensive library as did several of the residents 
on the compound. I was after all an English major at Uni-
versity, so it was like falling off a log to become enamored with great literature again.   

From this preoccupation, the desire to write poetry arose and I began reading and writing poetry 
as well. Coincidentally, during my latihans around this time, I had been saying the word.  WRITE, 
WRITE.    

As you can imagine this spurred me to on to more and more writing and I began spending my 
extra-curricular hours in a “room of my own”, reading and writing poetry, attempting with great sin-
cerity to follow my guidance.      

It was around this time that I fell ill and was diagnosed with tropical sprue, a serious intestinal 
virus that depleted my energy enormously—creating within me a state of lethargy and apathy that 
was almost alarming.  I didn’t want to hurt myself, but I had no interesting in living! 

So, in the midst of this tropical sprue attack, taking a day off from my teaching duties seemed 
necessary.  And on that day, I found myself aimlessly wandering around the compound.  After a bit, 
I slipped into the “Big House” where Bapak and the girls lived.   

Tuti was there and we were shooting the breeze together.  She was curious why I wasn’t at 
work and wanted to know what ailed me. As I talked about, it dawned on me that something 
was serious was going on and I asked her if 
I could talk with Ibu Rahayu—who just hap-
pened to be there that morning.  Five minutes 
later Tuti hustled me into see Ibu Rahayu. 

After Ibu and I exchanged pleasantries, I 

•

Not necessary for me to 
forcibly follow my latihan 

receiving...“ ”>  

Halimah Polk. 
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began to talk to her about my writing, my interest in literature and my powerful receivings to WRITE 
in latihan, and the efforts I had been making to follow this receiving.   

I also told her about the state of apathy that had recently come over me.  “It’s as if I don’t care 
whether I live or die, “ I told her.  Ibu Rahayu had several very interesting things to say about these 
phenomena and 30 years later I’m still understanding more and more what she may have meant. 

One thing she said about my listlessness and apathy was and I’m going to have to paraphrase 
here was that my inner was becoming too dominant so that these feelings of apathy and listlessness 
arose from this imbalance.    

However, this didn’t seem to concern her.  What she focused her attention on was my newfound 
commitment to following the guidance of my latihan to WRITE.  She said to me that it wasn’t nec-
essary for me to forcibly follow my latihan receiving. She explained that we often don’t quite under-
stand what our receiving actually means and that the relationship between the inner life of the latihan 
and our outer life was like two separate trains going down a track in the same direction.   

So that one’s inner life had its own rhyme and reason and one’s outer life followed its own direc-
tion.  She said that if my true work was that of a writer, it would simply arise naturally as I followed 
the course of my work over time.   

 She then went on to say that at this time of my life to isolate myself in my room and write could 
be harmful since what really was necessary was for me to be natural and sociable so that I could 
meet someone and marry. She encouraged me to behave more “normally”, join with other young 
people on the compound in social activities.   

I did follow her advice and gave up intensive reading and writing in my room to join in the social 
life of the compound. Soon the apathy and listlessness disappeared, and I was having fun with my 
friends once again. Thirty years later in my work as an educational consultant writing proposals, 
grants, and evaluations I am writing all the time.     

So, it’s not as if my receiving of 30 years ago was incorrect, it was my interpretation, my misun-
derstanding that led to trouble. What I’ve come to see as I have witnessed the path of the latihan 
is that sometimes I will receive something years in advance of its manifestation in my outer life. I 
feel more confident in making decisions in my outer life based on common sense and reason so 
that what arises is a more natural and organic life trajectory. 

 

Stop Bothering Me 
We can laugh at ourselves… 

Subud is a serious matter, but hopefully we 
do not take ourselves too seriously. We have the 
capacity to laugh at ourselves which has to be 
a healthy thing. 

Bapak often said that in life we must expect 
that where there is joy, there will also be sor-
row, where there is sweetness, there will also 
be the sour. He never actually said that the 
sublime will always be accompanied by the 
ridiculous, but I think it’s the same principle. 

Certainly, in Subud, it does not hurt us to ac-
knowledge it when we are ridiculous. When our 
reach exceeds our grasp. When we are tripped 
up by our pretensions. When we are going 
about with our heads in the clouds, not paying 
attention to our feet, consequently tripping over 
and falling flat on our faces. We can acknowledge that such things happen. 

When I get together with my friends in Subud, we often laugh about our ridiculous aspects. 
Dirk Campbell and Marcus Bolt, two English Subud members, came up with many cartoons lam-

pooning the ridiculous side of Subud. >  

•



Once I asked Dirk where he got his ideas from, 
and he told me that he got them not by observing 
his brothers and sisters, but by observing his own 
foibles. That is always a good place to start, since 
the beam in one’s own eye is always so much big-
ger than the speck in your brother’s. 

Marcus writes, we did produce a fifth book – 
which is a compilation of all four books. It’s called 
‘The Complete Recorded Jokes’ and is available from www.lulu.com click: 
https://www.lulu.com/shop/marcus-bolt-and-dirk-campbell/the-complete-recorded-jokes/paperback/product-e29m8g.html?q=The+Comp-lete+Recorded+Jokes&page=1&pageSize=4 

 
To read an excellent interview by Manuela McKenzie with Marcus Bolt and Dirk Campbell 
about their cartooning, click here 
https://subudvoice.net/wp-content/uploads/CARTOONS.pdf  
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The Passing of Arnold Hertel 
Viktor Boehm writes… 

Arnold died on 27.10.2025 in Braunsweig and was 
born on 6.10.1937 in Weimar. He was 88 years old. 

Arnold married Karolina 1962 in Wolfsburg and lived 
long in the Planegg-Subud group, near München. They 
had two sons together Laurens and Leonard. 

Arnold studied sculpture in München. End of the 60s 
they moved to Castle Wendhausen, and then to Abben-
rode near Braunschweig into an artist house. He was 
also a National Helper for 4 years 1971-1975. 

Beside sculptures, he made watercolored paintings 
and many nice things. Also he had an exhibition 1972 in 
Braunschweig with Indonesian paintings from World 
Congress 1971. 1981, he won the Trulli art-in-architec-
ture competition for the child and adolescent psychiatry clinic in Berlin-Reinickendorf. They had a 
beautiful artist house in Tuscany, Italy near Sena.  

 Karolina his wife passed away on 18.3.2025, a half year before Arnold and she made ceramics, 
furnished the artist house in Abbenrode and she studied in München in the 60s too. 

Geoffrey Armes recalls meeting Arnold in 1982 when he was travelling around Europe and Arnold 
welcomed him to Wolfsburg Subud group. Geoffrey accompanied Arnold to Berlin where he was 
supervising the construction of a large Trulli Dorf Sculptor. A kind of commissioned outreach work 
with delinquent kids in the grounds of a large Klinik to the north of the city… 

Arnold with all his generosity had sorted out a room for me in the same Berlin dormitory as he 
used. It went like this: when he was in town, I slept in the guest room and rose early as he did for 
breakfast together - and reconvene for evening bread and latihan together that same night, before 
going our separate ways.  

We did latihan together often, and sincerely, and reached out to the few guys we knew of. 
We were diligent, and visited the East together, even after I had found a place to live closer to 
where I fancied myself, we’d go regularly to the Subud members there. He came over to my 
Charlottenburg residence 
saying cheeky things about 
my girlfriend with a mis-
chievous glint in his eye… I 
drifted away, found places to 
live closer and eventually 
left to NYC with a singer 
from there to reap fame and 
fortune. 

But Berlin held on to me 
and eventually in 2011 I 
moved back, and occasionally 
tried to find Arnold, in Ger-
many, in Austria, in Italy. I tried 
e-mail, a couple of phone 
messages but never enough. 
It wasn't until he was ill and 
close to the end that I saw 
him, wracked on a hospital 
bed in Braunschweig.  

He didn’t recognise me. I 
tried telling him stories from 

Arnold Hertel (Victor Boehem). 

Trulli art-in-architecture for the child and adolescent psychiatry 
clinic in Berlin. (Ju ̈rgen Tomisch Barbara_Anna_Lutz) 

>  
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Hi, you diggers, hide your sniggers, 

Why is there at all? 
Why anything at all? 

Why just not be, and just not see 
A void of vacuous vacancy, 

No long and short at all? 
  

Gertrude Stein, when passing over 
Promised to provide, 
From the other side, 

Whispered hint of white light’s glint. 
“Not ‘What’s the answer?’, sure it ain’t, 

But ‘What’s the question?’”, died, 
  

Douglas Adams’ overwhelming 
Question blind minds blew. 

Answer “Forty-two”. 
Dolphin drones act out their dreams in 

Vast galactic inconvenience, 
Sixes and sevens over Duw 

  
Like Paracelsian plants in mines 

Which never saw the sun, 
Until their climb was done, 

We sleepwalk promissory miles 
In questing existential style 

The silence of the nun. 
  

So Hey you God of holocausts 
And Hamlet’s millstone mangles. 
We’ve checked out all the angles. 

Pray grant us mansions grand to live, 
No moody interrogatives, 
Until omniscience rankles. 

The Cerrig Ghost 
Dachlan Cartwright writes… 

On the radio one night around 1955, I 
heard this eerie true ghost story. The narrator 
was riding his bicycle around midnight along 
the A5 in North Wales as it crosses the lonely 
moors near Cerrig-y-Drudion, when he saw an 
apparition floating towards him. As the appari-
tion passed him it pleaded in an anguished 
voice, “If I am not alive, where am I?” 

This poem discusses various attempts to 
answer the overwhelming question of “Life, 
the Universe, and Everything”, by such lumi-
naries as Douglas Adams, Heidegger, 
Gertrude Stein, Santillana and Von Dechend. 

To read notes about the many allusions in 
the poem, click: 
https://subudvoice.net/wp-content/uploads/NOTES.pdf   

The Cerrig Ghost 
 

“If I am not alive, where am I?” 
Keens the Cerrig ghost, 
Craves the Cerrig ghost, 

Answer from us desperate dancers, 
Poleaxised magnetic prancers 

Gravi-tied to Gaia’s post. 
  

Prophet Job, kebab’d and probed, 
Anaesthetized to die, 

“Godfather, tell me why?” 
“Well, Son, you’re gonna cry a dead sea, 

Ninety-six mysterion salt tears, 
Then, sure, my lotion’s ocean high.” 

•

our time together then re-
peated some he had told me 
about his young life, say, cy-
cling through a Cold War bor-
der to restart in the west.  

It was time to leave, but as 
I rose, he smiled and took a 
deep breath and, on the exha-
lation, spoke, saying, “Ah Ge-
offrey, Geoffrey aus (from) 
London. 

 
 
The Trulli "village complex" 

created by Arnold Hertel. 
(Ju ̈rgen Tomisch Barbara 

Anna Lutz) > 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

A  R E A L L Y  G O O D  D E A L  

Buy a copy of FIFTEEN WRITERS IN SUBUD, and 
have a most enjoyable read while donating to 
Subud Voice at the same time! 
 
The 31 stories in this book were given free by Subud member  
writers from Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Ire-
land, the UK and the USA to help fund Subud Voice Online.  
These writers are all at varying stages in their writing careers, 
and their stories are from 2 to 20 pages long, covering a diverse 
range of subjects.  
Reading them, you’ll find pathos, shock-horror, humour, psychol-
ogy, spirituality, dystopia – you name it!  
In buying this book, you too will help fund Subud Voice.  

FIFTEEN WRITERS IN SUBUD: Paperback, 278 
pages. Price GBP£12 plus postage (Eu13.60/USD$15.50/AUS$21.60/CAN$20.50 – plus 

postage and depending on exchange rates)  
To order your copy(ies), go to:  
http://www.lulu.com/shop/marcus-bolt/fifteen-writers-in-subud/paperback/product-23954156.html 

NEW Susila Budhi Dharma  
Pocket edition (English only) available now 

 
Price: £7.00 plus postage 

 
Available from  our website: 

 
w w w . s u b u d b o o k s . c o m  

M E M B E R  L O G I N  

Subud Publications International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans 
Herts AL3 5PH 
UK 
tel: +44 (0) 1727 762210 
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Subud Voice is published online monthly and  
 issued on the 1st of each month at  

www.subudvoice.net    
SUBMISSIONS 
Send articles, photos, cartoons etc. to Harris 
Smart, Editor Subud Voice, 
email: subudvoice@gmail.com 
Tel: + 61 (0)402 842 807  
Submissions are invited which relate to Subud 
life or are from Subud members. We cannot 
guarantee when or if a submission will be pub-
lished. Preference will be given to articles of up 
to 2000 words or less accompanied by a pho-
tograph, well-written in English and dealing 
with the activities of Subud members, or ex-
pressing a Subud member's perspective on a 
subject.   
Articles should be written in such a way that they 
are intelligible and interesting to both Subud mem-
bers and the general public. Sometimes this    
means providing an explanatory introduction or 
notes for the non-Subud reader. There is no payment 
for submissions. Correspondence about articles will 
generally not be entered into.   
Submissions to Subud Voice may be edited for 
a variety of reasons including the need to 
shorten them or improve expression. If you do 
not want your submission to be edited in any 
way, please mark it clearly NOT TO BE EDITED.  
The opinions expressed in the various articles 
are the sole responsibility of their authors and 
cannot be seen as representing the opinion of 
either the editor or the World Subud Association. 
  
ADVERTISEMENTS 
Classifieds: 50 cents a word. Minimum charge 
AUD$15.00. Display rates on request. (Devel-
oping countries – no charge). 
To make payments by credit card to Subud 
Voice for any purpose including , go to our web-
site www.subudvoice.net and click on the PAY-
MENTS button on the left hand side of the 
screen. Payments can be made there to our 
PayPal account. Or contact us for bank details 
for bank transfers. Do not forget to indicate if 
you would like your sponsorship to be publicly 
acknowledged. 
  
SUBUD VOICE TEAM  
Harris Smart: Editor and Business Manager 
Marcus Bolt: Design and Layout 
Kitka Hiltula: Webmaster

The opinions expressed in the various articles are 
the sole responsibility of their authors and can not 
be seen as representing the opinion of the World 
Subud Association.  
The name Subud ® and the Seven Circles 
Symbol are registered trade marks of the World 
Subud Association (WSA).

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

An Extraordinary Man 
Stories of Subud Members’  
Experiences of Bapak 

 

 
Subud Publications International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans 
Herts AL3 5PH 
tel: +44 (0) 1727 762210 

e-mail:  spi@subudbooks.co.uk

NOW AVAILABLE 
AGAIN FROM SPI 

V O L U M E  

AVAILABLE NOW 
£16.00 plus postage

 

Subud Publications  
International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans Herts  
AL3 5PH UK 
telephone:  
+44 1727 762210 

e-mail: spi@subudbooks.co.uk

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  o u r  
w e b s i t e  

w w w . s u b u d b o o ks . com 

MEMBER  LOGIN

BAPAK’S TALKS

42

NEW DVDs  
FROM SPI  
Bapak’s video Talks 
subtitled in English 
currently available:  
81 NYC 4,  
81 NYC 5  
81 YVR 2,  
83 LON 8  

83 LON 18  
For full details visit our website  

www.subudbooks.com 
MEMBER LOGIN 

PRICE £10.00 plus postage and 
packing 

email:  spi@subudbooks.co.uk

 
Subud Publications International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans 
Herts AL3 5PH 
telephone:  
+44 (0) 1727 762210 

81 YVR 3 
81 YVR 4 
81 LAX 1 
83 LON 22

£12.00 p lus  postage 
For full details visit our website  
www.subudbooks.com
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