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WSA Meeting in Fatima 
The WSA chair. Rifka Several, reports…  

The WSA Chair, Rifka Several, put together a colourful presentation for her report 
to the World Subud Council, meeting in Fatima, Portugal, where the 2028 World 
Congress will be held. 

Rifka opened the presentation with the following words: 
"Thank you for supporting me to serve you as World Subud Association chair. To 

the best of my ability, I assist with the work of Subud in the world, staying close to my 
latihan and communicating as widely as possible with you. 

“Your WSA and International Subud Committee members meet weekly with inter-
national helper liaisons. Our board of trustees, the Zone Representatives, meet 
monthly with a quarterly council meeting. 

“It is my honor to serve on the boards of MSF, SDIA and SICA. I was able to attend 
a Zone 3 meeting and several national meetings in person and was very enriched by 
this experience. 
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Rifka with Zone 5 Rep, Sharif Quiblier. 
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“Here is my overview report of my year 
since the Kalimantan Congress.” 
https://subudvoice.net/wp-content/uploads/WSA.pdf 

The presentation is available on YouTube. 
There are many videos from the WSC meeting 
including the one for July 30 which shows Rifka 
making a presentation.  

To view videos of the WSC meeting go to… 
https://www.youtube.com/@worldsubudassociation4036 
Links to the videos of the Fatima meetings are also available on the Subud Archives 

website. If you do not have access, send an email to: admin@wsaarchives.org  

Summing up the theme of the meeting, Rifka added… 
“I think the key idea was the council - with the zones, affiliates, subcommittees, 

WSA and ISC - really came together ‘as one’. We didn't have that as a ‘theme’, but it 
certainly emerged as the theme of this 2025 WSA Council meeting. 

“Testing on our roles revealed that the observers who attended indeed had a role 
as ‘Subud supporters’. Of course, they were invited to all sessions and kejiwaan 
events and contributed greatly to the small group discussions on Safeguarding in 
Subud (anti-harassment procedure development) and ‘Subud in the Future’." 

 
To read a summary of Rifka’s description of the WSC meeting click here… 
https://subudvoice.net/wp-content/uploads/WSC.pdf 
A full report of the results of the meeting will soon be forthcoming. 
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I think the key idea 
was the council really 

came together  
‘as one’...“ ”

Team photo. The first time the WSA and ISC have met in person! 



Images of Fatima Photos by Rashidah Pope... 
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The main auditorium at the proposed World Congress. 

Mustafa Syafrudin (IH Area 1), Isti da Silva (IH Area 2), 
Rashidah Pope (WSA Archives Canberra) and Elizabeth 

Medina (IH Zone Area 1). 

Subud Youth International representatives, Rodrigo 
Rogers, Alexandra Daly, Sebastian Wild, and Miranda 

Wild, present their report to the WSA. 

Inside the Basilica of the Most Holy Trinity, located in the 
Sanctuary precinct of Fatima 

Dinner under the trees for delegates and observers. 

The Sanctuary of Our Lady of Fatima at the heart of Fatima. 
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The Compass 
The Editor writes… 

Everything I have heard about the recent WSC meet-
ing in Fatima testifies that it was a great success. It was 
not only an extremely efficient meeting, but it was also 
an extremely enjoyable meeting which, as we know, 
has not always been true in the past of such meetings.  

As a result of this meeting, I felt a reorientation of my-
self. It was as if the needle of my inner compass swung 
towards Fatima. Of course, this all began a year ago at 
the Congress in Kalimantan when the decision was 
made to hold our next World Congress in Fatima, but I 
felt that this recent WSC meeting intensified the   
process of our organization’s orientation towards 
Fatima, our collective orientation towards Fatima.  

 
 
 

The Zone 4 Gathering and 60TH Birthday of Subud Germany 
Words and pictures by Julia Russell… 

I do believe the Zone 4 meeting in Germany achieved what it set out to do – the family holiday 
village ‘Familienferiendorf’ in Hubingen, run by the Catholic Church in the beautiful natural area of 
the Westerwald forest, really did present the perfect environment for our international and multi-
generational ‘Subud family’ to enjoy an inspiring week together.   

There were over 200 participants (representing 22 countries), so for me personally latihans with 
80-100 women was a huge ‘latihan boost’, after a few months of not being able to get to group lati-
hans for various reasons. Even as a long-term member I find the big latihans are stronger, give 
added vibrancy, ‘shift’ things!  

I very much liked that the latihan was so prominent, two latihans a day morning and evening 
and also plenty of opportunity, and spaces, for kedjiwaan and personal testing. The sense of the 
Latihan every day, and the tests after the morning latihan, for me gave each day a spiritual content. 
I hope that is also possible for the World Congress in Fatima – I think we missed that in Kalimantan 
where it wasn’t possible. 
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The candlelight prayers and procession at the Sanctuary of 
Our Lady of Fatima held every night. 

Traditional Portuguese Fado Performance in the Cultural 
Dome in the grounds of the SDivine Hotel where the WSC 

meetings were held. •

SEE PAGE 14 FOR MORE ON FATIMA



Just being in the relaxing holiday environ-
ment of the ‘Familienferiendorf’ with its clear air 
and open views of the surrounding countryside, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

was conducive to everything working well. From the holiday village there were forest walks and 
meadows full of wildflowers, and the opportunity for families to go swimming in a nearby lake.  

The small village of Hubingen had one café/bar within easy walking distance which became fre-
quented by some members. The grounds of the holiday village were lovely, extensive and safe for 
the children to run around with play areas and each ‘cottage’ had a terrace for relaxing outside. 
The countryside was so peaceful and quiet, no traffic noise, the air was so fresh, a perfect spot for 
a holiday in itself.  

So, the Congress celebrated the 60 years of Subud in Germany with presentations of Bapak 
visiting Wolfsberg, and the early German holidays/congresses organised by Richard Engels –  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I think this Congress didn’t do so badly in recreating some of that fun – even if we didn’t have ponies 
and carts and ancient jousting!  -  and two Bapak talks, June 1970 at Wolfsberg, and Bapak talking 
in Vienna, I think the same year. And yes, for me, no one explains Subud like Bapak, the Wolfsberg 
talk had everything!  

The evenings – dancing and entertainment – in 6 short days, as well as everything else, we had 
three dance ‘classes’ jive, tango, swing, and two late night dance ‘parties’ – great! Two bonfire 
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I very much liked that the 
latihan was so 
prominent...“

The peaceful rural environment around Hubingen.

At the gathering.

”
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evenings. And two evenings of ‘Subud’s got 
talent’ – some amazing singers, and a great 
young trombone player. And a daily highlight 
– the ice-cream van arriving at 3.00 p.m. with 
quality German ice-cream enjoyed by all age groups in the summer heat. 

For this non-delegate it was good spending time meeting other participants – I found for example, 
that nearly all the UK members present were people from around the UK that I didn’t know – so a 
fair amount of time just relaxing and chatting, and now I know better some of my fellow countryfolk 
in Subud.  

As far as I could tell the delegates seemed relaxed and happy, I was told by one at least that the 
meetings were interesting, ‘not boring’, so I look forward to the reports, and I am interested if any-
thing comes out of the consensus workshop in particular, I hope someone writes about that.  

I think that the German Subud members did a great job of integrating the various aspects of hol-
iday and work, the necessary zone and national meetings, latihan and kedjiwaan, and fun things 
to do, for adults and children, and that the environment of the ‘Familienferiendorf’ was perfect for 
allowing that to happen. If there were complaints and frustrations they escaped me, and I didn’t 
hear anyone complain to me! So, thanks Subud Germany for a wonderful Congress holiday! 

 

Zone 4 Meeting and 60th Subud Germany Congress 
In the holiday village Hübingen, Westerwald, Germany August 3-10.2025… 
Words and pictures by Viktor Boehm… 

This Subud gathering took place in the 5ha size property of Hübingen with many modern houses 
and good views to the hilly Westerwald with beautiful beech trees. Over 200 participants with many 
children from over 25 countries came to the meeting.  

The KCs of Zone4 started one day before the general meeting on Sunday 3.8.2025. From over 
15 countries of the Zone4, including Israel, Lebanon, Russia and Ukraine, Subud members came 
to this event. Harissa Deligianni, the Zone4 Rep from Greece and her team arranged this meeting 
together with Eliah Schulze-Vorberg, the Chair from Subud Germany and his team. The registration 
was done by Rita Oakford and her team. 

On Monday 4.8.2025 was the general arriving day and Tuesday the Kejiwaan day began. 6 In-
ternational Helpers from the Area 2 were present and spoke and tested with delegates from many 
countries. Each morning, we did latihan at 9h after the breakfast, and in the evening, after dinner 
from 19.15h, was the possibility for a second latihan. Often the KCs asked some test questions 
after the latihan. 

On Tuesday evening we had the opening ceremony in the modern chapel with speeches, music 

Thanks, Subud Germany, 
for a wonderful Congress 

holiday!“ ”
Blood moon at Hubingen.

>  



and introduction of the people from over 25 coun-
tries. Emelina Madden-Medina from Columbia, 
studying singing in Germany, Köln, and Louiza Sofi-
anopoulou from Greece were both singing songs 
before the 25 country participants were introduced.  

From Wednesday onwards, the Zone 4 delegates worked on their program.  In the evening Heinz 
Cadera and Viktor Boehm showed the 30 min Bapak film (1967) with Bapak and his party visiting 
the Forsthaus, Wolfsburg, with music from the CD of songs and flute and guitar music produced in 
Hamburg in 1967, and songs from Helena Regnier. Afterwards we showed the Rambach Camp 
film ‘Blue Blume’ from 1974. Many participants were in the room, especially from Germany, Scan-
dinavia and Netherlands, and a long discussion in small groups took place afterwards. 

On Thursday, Zone 4 invited the Wings, SDIA, SIHA, SICA, SESI and SYIA for presentations 
and discussions, which were very well received. The children’s program was arranged in parallel 
with volleyball, football, billiards, hiking in the Westerwald, swimming, ice eating etc.   

In the evening, we had again a Peace Evening with songs, poems and prayers. Light candles in 
glasses were arranged in front of the chapel. Not far away was the campfire where we sang songs 
and grilled sausages. The nearly full moon was shining through the tree branches. In parallel each 
evening, dance sessions including Tango were performed by the young participants.   

From all over the world we had workshops and presentations from Australia, Colombia, Canada, 
Portugal, Netherlands, Great Britain, Indonesia, Germany etc; for example All-Wings Meeting, Ven-
ture Capital, Sanctuary project, Subud Centers and Centerprises, Consensus, BCU-school etc.  
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From all over the world we 
had workshops and  

presentations...“ ”

The view from the resort to the circus tent.

Members from Lithuania, Ukraine and Russia.



Observers were able to take walks in the forest of 
Westerwald or to visit the many castles on the 
nearby river Rhein. 

Friday evening, we rented the Circus tent and 
a big SICA event was arranged by Mariam Tikale. 
First, we had a celebration of the 60 years of 
Subud Germany Congresses and then many per-
formances were done by singers, an Indonesian 
dancer and the brilliant youth presentations.  

The final day was on Saturday with the 60 Year 
Congress AGM of Germany with many observers. 
Reports were given, a 60-year presentation 1965 
– 2025 with 15 chairpersons, and in the afternoon 
the election of the new 2 year standing commit-
tee. We found the new committee of 4 people: 
Eliah Schulze Vorberg-chair and Ruth Schulze 

Vorberg-CC, Salima Tsafrir-Vice-chair and Konrad Maimer-treasurer. In the evening, we had a 
farewell dance and performances.  

The last day on Sunday we finished with a latihan and said farewell to the brothers and sisters 
and the location.  Many want to come back to this beautiful place next year. 

The meeting was in general very peaceful and harmonious and most of the participants were 
satisfied with this big event. Many members of the 25 countries go home with a strength of inner 
guidance and hope of joy for the future supported by the many daily Latihans. ‘Many thanks’ I would 
express to the organizers of this meetings. 

 
Subud Brotherhood Feels Very Comfortable in Westerwald 
This article appeared in The Westerwald Newspaper about the Zone4-meeting and 60 year Subud 
Germany Congress in the Feriendorf Hübingen, Westerwald, Germany. 
 

More than 200 “friends” spend a week at the family holiday village 
Hüblingen between lectures, sports, games, dance, and relaxation. 

By Hans-Peter Metternich 
Hübingen. In the Hübingen Family Holiday Village, people come together to spend family vaca-

tions, enjoy relaxation, entertainment, and community with like-minded individuals in a pleasant at-
mosphere surrounded by the inviting Westerwald landscape. The “Familienferiendorf Hübingen” 
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The Peace Eveining included songs and prayers. The children’s performance at the circus tent. 

Singing songs and grilling sausages around the camp fire. 



association, which operates the village, is an important part of Caritas’s work and is deeply rooted 
in Christian values. 

“We stand by the Christian roots of our founding and want to lead the holiday village in the spirit 
of the Good News of peace for people and nature, enabling ourselves and our guests to ‘free our-
selves from the golden cage of consumerism’,” explains Managing Director and host Michael Nagel 
in an interview with our newspaper. “We want to open ourselves to what life will bring,” is the credo 
of this intention. 

The purpose of the ‘Golden Cage’ installation is also embraced by the Subud Brotherhood, 
whose members visited the holiday village last week. This spiritual movement integrates its beliefs 
into daily life, aiming to place their movement at the center of life. For one week, the Family Holiday 
Village welcomed people from many nations, religions, and cultures, giving them the opportunity 
to connect with a force that unites them with creation. In the small village of Buchfinkenland, people 
from all over the globe came together. 

Eliah Schulze-Vorberg, chairman of Subud Germany, summed up the brotherhood’s time in West-
erwald: “Our stay in this welcoming village with so many wonderful people as hosts will surely not be 
forgotten anytime soon. We came as guests and left as friends — and we will return as friends.” 

‘Friends’  – this promising word shapes the Subud movement. In Hübingen, more than 200 ‘friends’ 
came together, including 32 children and young people up to the age of 95, to foster understanding 
between peoples, cultures, and religions in the true sense of Subud’s intention: ‘to live’. When people 
from Australia, Chile, Indonesia, Brazil, Lebanon, the USA, and even warring nations like Russia 
and Ukraine meet voluntarily for such an event, it shows an enormous unifying force. 

“We consider it a blessing to host the Subud family in our holiday village for a week,” says 
Michael Nagel, who emphasizes that such friendship, spanning the whole world, has not yet been 
fully achieved. The chemistry between guests and hosts – across all confessions – has great sig-
nificance, says Eliah Schulze-Vorberg, who has already attended several Subud gatherings. 

A central element of the meeting is the practice of the so-called Latihan, a form of spiritual ex-
ercise that avoids fixed rituals or dogmas, explains Schulze-Vorberg during his visit to our news-
paper. They found a place in Hübingen where the members of the Subud family could get to know 
each other better. 

The activities in small groups aimed to foster 
closeness between guests and hosts through 
lectures, sports, games, dance, relaxation, and 
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We consider it a blessing 
to host the Subud Family 

in our holiday village...“ ”



10
  September 2025

>  

shared experiences for young and old. The 
week concluded on Friday with a shared 
evening in the circus tent. There, Subud tal-
ents performed with singing, music, and read-
ings to mark their farewell from Westerwald – an evening that brought people from around the world 
even closer together. 

In the spirit of the brotherhood: no fixed rules or dogmas — but a clear goal in sight. 
 
The Subud Brotherhood 
The Subud Brotherhood is a spiritual movement that originated in Indonesia in 1925. It does not 

wish to be regarded as a religion, accepts membership from traditional religions, and seeks inde-
pendence from religious, ideological, and cultural backgrounds for an autonomous and direct ex-
perience of God. At its core is a practice intended to bring people into contact with and be permeated 
by the ‘Great Life Force’. The aim is for each being to find their own appropriate path to God or the 
‘Great Life’. 

Since every being is individually different, the paths are also different. “Everyone receives what 
they need, and it is something different for each person.” Subud therefore does not regard itself as 
having its own doctrine or teaching, nor as a new religion, but rather as a ‘spiritual brotherhood’. 

The movement does not engage in public advertising or active proselytizing. Growth is expected 
through personal contacts. 

 

Sixty Years of Subud 
Germany 
Click here to see a magnificent photo record by 
Viktor Boehm of the 60 year history of Subud 
Germany… 

https://subudvoice.net/wp-content/uploads/Boehm.pdf  

                                               The Forsthaus of Subud Germany >  

SIHA Newsletter  
August 2025 
Dear SIHA members and friends,    

Warm greetings from the Subud 
International Health Association! As 
always, it is a joy to connect with you 
through this newsletter – a space 
where we can share inspiration, 
learning, and the growing sense of 
community. 

In this issue, we’re excited to an-
nounce four upcoming Zoom events 
that promise to offer valuable insights, 
connection, and also the opportunity to 
explore health-related topics in Keji-
waan sessions. Whether you're a 
healthcare professional, a health en-
thusiast, or simply curious, we warmly invite you to join us.  

With warm wishes Your International SIHA Team 

We came as guests and 
left as friends – and we 
will return as friends...“ ”

•

•

At the Self care Workshop about ICDP in Munich.
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Warm memories of Self-Care-Workshop about ICDP in Munich (Germany) 
At the end of February 2025, Anita Schorer, the German SIHA Coordinator, organized a week-

end-workshop of self-care in the SUBUD center in Munich (Germany). 16 Subud members and 3 
non-Subud participants met to learn about the 8 guidelines of ICDP (International Child & Care De-
velopment Program), a structured program for self-care and communication that was originally co-
founded by Dr. Karsten Hundeide, a Subud member from Norway. The workshop also comprised 
kejiwaan sessions about the ‘right’ attitude in caring professions. Furthermore Anita Hytha, the 
Austrian SIHA Coordinator, gave a short introduction into the Tellington-Touch method – an easily 
applicable way of self-treatment. 

 
Looking forward to 4 upcoming Zoom-Events 
Please note the zoom links below are not links and need to be cut and pasted. 
14th September at 7pm CET Short Intro followed by Kejiwaan on "Guidance in Nutrition"  
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81980463939?pwd=WmTIuCaa3I3dlnqKaqClLiQpWcjFG3.1 
Meeting-ID: 819 8046 3939 Passcode: 520925 
  
21st September 2025 at 7pm CET Short Intro followed by Kejiwaan on "Exhaustion & Fatigue"  
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84337248001?pwd=95NRxmdZbOdhbW3Jdvk5YHrJVil6Zm.1 
Meeting-ID: 843 3724 8001 Passcode: 097591 
  
12th October 2025 at 8pm CET Workshop on "EFT tapping & Anxiety" by Freya Harvey 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88149649070?pwd=74lPEdCsNbnvRcqS3kymL7vKNTHOb9.1 
Meeting-ID: 881 4964 9070Passcode: 459736 
 
We look forward to seeing you on Zoom soon – your presence and participation make all 

the difference! 
 

Adventure with Purpose 
Join us with SDIA’s Human Force Program and make a real impact in the Amanecer commu-

nity! During this 10-day adventure you’ll get hands on by engaging in native flora and fauna, help 
build essential community infrastructure, while diving into important development issues, and dis-
cover how you can take charge and create positive change.For more information about the pro-
gram click here: https://subudvoice.net/wp-content/uploads/Human-Force-Camp-2026.pdf 

•

•



SDIA Annual  
Report 
Message from the Chairman… 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 

2024 has been a busy year 
for us, as we galvanised our-
selves for participating in the 
Subud World Congress event in 
Kalimantan in July. It was a very 
successful time for us, gathering 
project members and SD na-
tional representatives together, 
facilitating visits to many pro-
jects in the local area, holding 
meetings and workshops together to hear updates and discuss challenges being faced by every-
one.  

We also had a fantastic opportunity to celebrate a success story together. One of our projects, 
Borneo Football International Association, completed its building of the large sports hall and asso-
ciated dormitory accommodation in time to hold its inauguration at the World congress.  

Following several years of development and fundraising, in which SDIA was actively supportive, 
it was a pleasure to witness the coming together of all these Subud members who have given of 
their money to fund this project, and to tangibly feel the gratitude and joy in the faces of all the chil-
dren and families from the local area, greeting us with whoops of delight and big smiles. There was 
no better welcome and I felt deeply humbled to be part of the opening of this new facility. Long may 
it endure for the people there. Well done everyone! It just goes to show what can be achieved when 
we all put our minds to something. 

Apart from the world congress event, we can see from the report below how active the network 
is, with wonderful new projects and a national representative in Malawi and Indonesia. We look 
forward to getting to know them and learning from them. 

We are proud to see the inspiring achievements of young Subud volunteers out in the world, 
contributing and learning from their experiences. We are pleased to have been able to support 
these initiatives and will encourage them in their future endeavours in the humanitarian field in their 
lives. And so the wheel of life goes on, and we are a happy and committed part of it. 

Vincent Mount, Chair To read the full Annual Report click here: 
https://subudvoice.net/wp-content/uploads/2024-SDIA-Annual-Report.pdf 

 

From Subud 
World News 
AREA 2 INTERNATIONAL 
HELPERS IN LISBON  
IHs inform:  

Subud Portugal invited the 
International Helpers of Area 2 
to participate in a Kejiwaan 
event with the Lisbon group. 
Portugal is hosting the next 
World Congress in 2028 and is 
currently supporting the WSC meeting in Fatima, so developing a feeling of harmony was particularly 
important 

Our meeting started with all the helpers coming together. After Latihan, we continued discussing 
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all kinds of topics and sharing our experiences. The following day, we met with around twenty mem-
bers and did some wonderful testing that brought us all closer together. Sharing was an important 
part of our meeting and very touching. 

Sunday, June 22nd, was Bapak’s birthday. We began our celebration with Latihan and testing, 
and enjoyed a traditional Indonesian yellow ‘Rice Mountain’ (nasi tumpeng) to honour Yang Mulia 
Bapak. We sang a birthday song in Indonesian and feasted on the various foods provided lovingly 
by all members of the group. Our meeting concluded with a talk given by Bapak in 1977 in Lisbon. 
https://subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/July/Area_2_Lisbon_article.edited_OV.pdf 
  
SICA NEWSLETTER AND FIRST 
IMPRESSIONS OF FATIMA  
Sica informs:  

After a year of research and plan-
ning, SICA is now ready to launch its 
newsletter in a new, modern format.  A 
User Profile will be used to identify 
which topics the reader is interested 
in receiving. You can select as many 
topics as you like, so please be sure 
to complete this portion of the sign-up 
process 

The SICA newsletter will begin with 
a limited VLOG series, highlighting the cultural aspects of the World Subud Council meeting in Fá-
tima in July. You won't want to miss any of these special editions!  

SIGN UP NOW to receive the SICA newsletter straight to your inbox. It's easy and quick; just 
click this link and follow the prompts: https://subud-sica.eo.page/3m93g  It's that simple.  

We look forward to hearing from you! 
In the meantime, please enjoy our first impressions of the WSC meeting in Fatima. 
Also, please remember that the daily WSC meeting summaries will be on the WSA youtube 

channel. 
 
INTERNATIONAL HELPERS AREA 
3 VISIT COLOMBIA  
The IHs inform: 

Three International helpers from 
Area 3 – Kohar Parra, Helena Gruner 
and Manuel Potes -– visited two 
groups in Bogota, Colombia. They 
spent the first day with more than 35 
members of Subud Tusaquillo. 
(Photo: Helena with the ladies). The 
day was filled with Latihan, testing, 
laughter, a generous lunch, and con-
cluded with an evening selamatan. 

On the second day, helpers met with about 20 members from Subud Bogotá Norte. This gath-
ering also included Latihan, Kedjiwan work and a selamatan, and was marked by a deep sense of 
connection and warmth. The Latihans in both places were felt by the International Helpers to be 
particularly strong, serving as an inner preparation for their upcoming visit to the Caribbean.  
An Unexpected Blessing 

An isolated member from Ecuador travelled to Bogota with his son, who was playing in a soccer 
match. By chance, his hotel was near the Subud house, so he decided to visit in the hope of recon-
necting with Subud members, but the hall was closed. By chance, the next day he bumped into a 
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Subud member and heard the IHs were in town, so he decided to join the event. 
He had been doing Latihan alone for a long time, but he always felt he was meant to reactivate 

his group; however, he feared he would not be able to accomplish this. After testing, he felt he had 
the courage to move forward and planned to meet with National Helpers in Ecuador at the upcoming 
National Congress. Please read the full report, including a funny anecdote! 
https://subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/July/Area_3_colombia.edited.pdf 
 
MSF ANNUAL REPORT  
The MSF team informs:  

The Muhammad Subuh Foundation is pleased to share its 
Annual Report with Subud members. We hope you enjoy read-
ing it, as it provides information on the Subud houses that re-
ceived grants during 2024, introduces the new Board of 
Trustees appointed at the World Congress in Kalimantan, and 
offers an overview of the Foundation’s finances and portfolio 
performance. 

We hope you enjoy it. 
https://subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/July/MSF_Annual_Report_2024__Online_ENG.pdf 
 
BRITAIN’S NATIONAL CONGRESS 2026 

Reserve 2nd to 8th August 2026 in your calendars! The 2026 family gathering and Subud Britain 
National Congress will be held at Milton Abbey School, a stunning venue in Dorset, 10 minutes 
from Dorchester and half an hour from the golden sands of Weymouth beach. 

The venue has everything we need: ample grounds for all our campers with easy access to fa-
cilities, space for our marquee, large halls for latihans; the theatre and the abbey each seat 300, 
237 beds including 98 single bedrooms and 34 double bedrooms, a 9-hole golf course and a swim-
ming pool. 

All compact as you may see from the map in the link; no long walk to your room, with disabled 
access to the bedrooms and bathrooms, as well as accessible ramps into the Abbey, Theatre and 
the Mansion House where the meetings will take place. One of the Boarding Houses has a lift. The 
Dining Room below seats 120 at a time. The School caters for all diets. 

Full invitation with more details and pictures:  
https://subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/July/Family_Congress_2026_at_Milton_Abbey_School_1.pdf 

These stories first appeared in www.subudworldnews.com 
 

+ STOP PRESS: THE WSC MEETING IN FATIMA + 
 

Overview of the WSC Meeting in Fatima  
WSA Chair, Rifka Several, writes… 

This was my first in-person WSA Council meeting, so I thank the international helpers, WSC and 
ISC team, and the board and council members for their input into the agenda and active participation 
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throughout the meeting. Also the many volunteers from Subud Portugal and Spain for invaluable 
assistance in advance planning and on site. Special appreciation goes to Hamid da Silva, who or-
ganized the lovely hotel for our meeting 

The strength of being together – many of us meeting outside of zoom for the first time – is really 
powerful. We are all blessed with the gift we have received of the latihan and also enriched by the 
sincerity of all our council members and other entities to work in harmony for Subud. In addition to 
council members, more than 80 observers attended. When their role at the meeting was tested, it 
was felt that they were supporters and would join in all discussions.  

A lively traditional music and dance opening ceremony (photo above) was presented by SICA 
Iberia (Spain and Portugal combined). After the first day of kejiwaan activities, a theme emerged:’ 
Together as One’. This continued though our days of meeting. 

Every day started with latihan and testing, and 
one day two ‘virtual latihans’ were offered for on-
line attendees, which proved very successful. 

We were able to videotape the plenary sessions 
and presentations and post these to YouTube. This helped us learn lessons about sharing with vir-
tual attendees as this will be a component of the next world congress. 

 
Read full article:  

https://subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/August/Subud_World_News_article_Fatima_council.pdf 
Also, please enjoy this colourful and informative overview of the WSC meeting. 

https://subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/August/Council_meeting_overview_7.30.25.pdf 
Links to the videos of the Fatima meetings are also available on the Subud Archives website. If 

you do not have access, send an email to: admin@wsaarchives.org  
  

A Wonderful Experience of Teamwork and Worship  
Amanda Rivera, WSA Communications Coordinator, writes about the WSC meeting in Fatima… 
Two excerpts from a full report  
https://subudworldnews.com/userfiles/news/documents/2025/August/WSA_TEAM_INFORMS_WSC_FATIMA_2025_EN.pdf 

Gratitude is the word that has accompanied me since I left the SDivine Hotel on July 30 in Fátima, 
Portugal, after ten intense days of kejiwaan work, meetings, and presentations. The harmonious 
integration of the affiliates, Wings, and MSF gave the council’s proceedings a uniquely special qual-
ity. There was a shared sense that everyone could contribute to the future and growth of Subud. 

Hosted at the beautiful SDivine Hotel, surrounded by olive fields and with the distant sound of 
ringing bells, the first in-person World Subud Council Meeting of this term was held, chaired by 
WSA Chair, Rifka Several; ISC Chair, Arifin Konrad; and the incomparable host, Hamid Da Silva, 
to whom we extend our special thanks for ensuring that each participant enjoyed the best possible stay. 

The strength of being 
together is really 

powerful...“ ”
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The kejiwaan work during the first two days of the Council prepared our inner state so that har-
mony, brotherhood, love, and respect could flow throughout all the presentations and meetings that 
followed. The outcome of this work, accompanied by the International Helpers, was enlightening 
for many of us. 

In the days that followed, the agenda allowed the Zone Representatives, the Muhammad Subuh 
Foundation, affiliates (SDIA, SICA), subcommittees (SYAI, SESI), and licensed professional asso-
ciations (SIHA), to present and share their reports with the Council. 

Another important topic was the future of Subud. Preserving and strengthening the latihan 
among the younger generations was the central focus, with active participation from the young 
people present. 

Humphrey Williams, WSA archives chair, took us on a journey through the past and present of 
the archives work. From Bapak’s letters in the 1970s calling on us to preserve our history, to today’s 
digital initiatives that connect us with documents, photos and recordings from all over the world. 
We still need to create permanent archive centers in several regions and ensure Subud heritage is 
protected. The dream: a digital and physical space where anyone can access the essence of Subud. 
Humphrey also encouraged us to keep important documents, share photos, volunteer time for dig-
itization, or simply spreading the word about the im-
portance of caring for our memories. 

Because if we don’t write our own history… some-
one else will. 

  

The Fatima Experience 
The International Helpers inform… 

The full dewan of 18 International helpers took part in the World Subud Council meeting in Fa-
tima, Portugal, in July. We arrived several days before to prepare for the meeting. This was the 
second time we had all met as a full dewan, and we felt the blessings of being together and working 
to create true harmony and a feeling of oneness among us.  Through testing, we felt the focus for 
the meeting was the latihan kejiwaan and how it touches all aspects of Subud, including the Wings, 
MSF, WSA and ISC. 

We held testing sessions with delegates, including Zone representatives, to understand more 
fully their roles, strengths and challenges. In the morning, there was latihan and testing for all par-
ticipants, including observers. Two video talks from Bapak and Ibu Rahayu were also played. We 

The Council truly 
represents all Subud 

members... ”“
>  
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also took part in WSA/ISC sessions and supported any testing as needed. Alongside the WSC 
members, over 65 observers joined, creating a larger gathering dedicated to the future of Subud. 

“It was strongly felt that the council truly represents all Subud members around the world. Guided 
and united by the kedjiwaan, the council showed a deep commitment to ensuring that all decisions 
within Subud are taken in a fully democratic way, guided by the latihan. This spirit of unity and 
shared responsibility was present in every session, with mutual respect, love, trust and a common 
vision for Subud’s future,” said Rusdi Bustillo, IH Area 1. 

Getting to know one another during meals and walks to the pilgrimage sites was a wonderful 
way to feel closer to our brothers and sisters. We could imagine how amazing a World Congress 
would be here for all Subud members. 

One of the highlights was a latihan with members from around the world. We first met via Zoom, 
then went offline and did latihan and testing about the WSC meeting, and returned to share and in-
troduce the WSC team. From Africa, Europe, the Americas and the Asia-Pacific, many members 
explained how they felt so connected with one another and how important this was. 

The Fatima meeting not only addressed important work for today but also strengthened our col-
lective understanding that moving Subud forward is a shared responsibility by every Subud member, 
wherever they may be. 

These articles first appeared in www.subudworldnews.com 
 

Photo: IH’s on the steps of the SDivine Hotel (from L-R) Bottom row: Lucia Boehm, Beata Thana 
Alexander, Isti da Silva, Kohar Parra Bustillo; second row: Grace Hodgson, Hoan Toan Phan, Suzanna 

Dayne, Rusdi Bustillo; third row: Hermina Flynn, Halinah Rizzo-Busack, Anwar Ziesel, M. Mustafa 
Syafrudin, Top row: Raymond Lee, Michael van der Matten, Elisabeth Medina, Helena Grüner, Sudar-

madji H. Sumohadiwidjojo, Manuel Potes.

•



A Festive Week for Wings  
Lucille Venn, France’s Committee Councillor, writes about an event at Montbrun Bocage in the 
French Pyrenees… 

From July 5th to July 12th 2025, Montbrun Bocage in the Ariège was the verdant and sunny 
backdrop to a week dedicated to Subud Wings. There, nature is naturally beautiful and the nature 
of the local inhabitants of the Amaranthe eco-neighbourhood makes it even more so.  

Let this week be a place for Latihan, the training to live under the wing of God.  
Let it be a place for creativity. SICA.  
Let it be a place for good health that allows our spirit to thrive. SIHA.  
Let it be a place for youth, the wisdom that courses through all generations. SIYA.  
Let it be a place for world brotherhood and solidarity. Susila Dharma.  
Let it be a place for entreprises, for exchanges to fully bear fruit. SESI.  
I was sadly not able to participate but have received pictures, time-table, impressions and com-

ments and I hope this text carries the spirit that flowed through the week. Thank you, Amalia, for 
your enthusiastic writings, quoted in this text, and for your poem that ends it. Thank you Erica for 
your pictures that convey the mood of this gathering. 

At the end of the week, is it enough to report that older 
members found again ‘Subud as I like it’. Is it enough to 
report that a handful of members who had given up on the 
latihan have renewed their practise? 

I remember the wish of a British member during a zoom 
zone meeting, that Subud life had to be infused again with 
enthusiasm in our zone.  

Well… my feeling is that this gathering in the Pyrenees went a long way to achieve that. So much 
so that the date for next year’s Festive Wings has already been set : it will take place from Saturday 
July 4th to Saturday July 11th 2026. Diaries at the ready! 

“Festiv’Ailes… (loosely translated Festive Wings) a name that was born at the Assisi Congress 
when Hannah de Roo insisted on organising festivals to develop Subud wings. 

Enthusiastic, Sita received the name ‘Festiv’Ailes - ailes : wings in French - This new adventure 
was already starting… ‘ 

The gathering took place on the land dedicated to the next Subud house, where campers could 
set their tents, and at the Colibri, a space that provides accommodation and a big hall for Latihans 
and Festive Wing events. 

Two years ago, it was already in Montbrun that a youth camp had been organised. 
This week was a time for reconnecting with brothers, sisters, friends from the eco-neighbourhood, 

a time that brought together up to 8 children and 20 adults, including 2 sisters form the UK, one 
from Senegal and two Australians who live at the Amaranthe project. 

Festive Wings  aims to be intergenerational and international. 
“The youngest are 5 years old, the oldest have the soul of a child able to give birth to a new 

world. For 7 days, Subud Wings are honoured and developed.” 
Sunday evening, a hilarious show presented Subud Wings.  
Monday evening was dedicated to instrumental and singing improvisations. 
Tuesday evening a shadow show took place. 
Wednesday evening, a local dedicated space welcomed an open mic event. 
Thursday evening was for the magic of story-telling. 
To close the week, the last evening ended around a bonfire. 
Convivial meals, biodanza, collective intelligence, discovery of lively local markets, games, craft, 

treasure hunt, and moments of genuine and honest sharing infused with the kejiwaan. 
18
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For seven days, 
Subud Wings are  
hounoured and 

developed... ”“
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Wingdom Within -  
Under God’s Wings 

By Amalia 
 

In the quiet of the heart, 
each Wing returns to the Source. 
We don’t lead the way - 
we wing it, with trust, 
letting the spirit move first. 
 

Here in the sacred gathering, 
our souls are lifted by invisible  
winds. 
This is the Wingdom within - 
a place where every breath is 

prayer 
and every silence is full of  
Presence. 
We come not to perform, 
but to be moved. 
Not to know, 
but to feel the ‘Wingergy’ 
of something greater than ourselves. 
 
Together, 
we enter the Latihan of life. 
Each wing, one spirit, 
Each step, one surrender. 
Each soul, under God’s wing. 
 

Let the spirit wings soar within us. 
Let our hearts remember their 
origin. 
Let our steps be guided from  
within. 
Let Unity rise like the dawn of a New Era. 
Let hUmaNITY unfold - winged, 
wise and whole. •



Pilgrimage Part 3  

Travel notes from an inner  
journey 
By Mashud Darlington 
 

During the year 2008 in my latihan, my 
mouth would open and I would sponta-
neously say the word ‘Choose.’ I thought 
at the time that this referred to the fact that 
I was looking for a replacement car. After I 
bought a car, I continued repeating this 
word for several months. Although I was 
reluctant to ask questions in latihan, finally 
I asked within myself, “What should I 
choose?”  

Immediately my mind became empty 
and clear, my heart became peaceful and my inner being became deeply centred in the latihan. 
My mouth then opened, and I said the word, “Choose this.” 

A few years ago, while I was working at Manchester International Airport, I thought I had a couple 
of days holiday leave left to use up towards the end of Ramadan. I phoned the manager to request 
these days off. He told me, “You have twelve days of holiday left, so you’d better use them up 
before the end of the year or you’ll lose them.” 

I was surprised, but as this was a very busy time of my life and I hadn’t kept any record of how 
many days of leave I still had, I took him at face value. I booked off the whole of the last ten days 
of Ramadan and was able to observe the Nights of Power without having to work in such a strongly 
material force environment.  

After Ramadan was over, I thought I’d better take the remaining two days I was entitled to and 
spoke to a different manager on duty at this time. He checked the records and said, “You’ve al-
readytaken ten days off, and you only had two left.” After some discussion he said, “I think we’d 
better bury this.” I felt surprised but grateful because, completely unexpectedly, I’d been able to 
complete the fast in a better way than I would have been able to had this not happened. 

I thought this was never going to happen again, but the next year I was fasting in Ramadan 
again and at 6.00am had been on night duty for eleven hours. I ran to attract the attention of the 
pilot of a large taxiing aircraft to avoid an accident that was about to happen, when I tripped and 
fell very heavily on the concrete surface of the bay. I managed to avert the accident, but later de-
veloped pains in my chest and visited my GP.  

Instead of my normal doctor I was seen by a very sympathetic young woman doctor who suggested 
I take two weeks off to recover. This enabled me again 
to observe the Nights of Power in a much better way 
than had I had to work surrounded by strong material 
forces.  

I left my employment with the Manchester Airport 
Authority on the 14th of December 2001 and was then 
able to devote more time to working for Subud, serving as Treasurer and Chairman of the Manch-
ester group.  
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Mashud and Rohana Darlington.

My faith and trust in 
God’s provision grew 

throughout the 
project... ”“



Chairman of the Manchester Group… 
The Subud House in Manchester was a large 

building dating to the mid-19th century in an inner-
city suburb. With spacious latihan rooms this 
building had served the group well for many years. During my time as Chairman the situation had 
deteriorated with arson attacks on the building, frequent break-ins and prostitutes transacting busi-
ness in our car park. The group had aged and shrunk in size and the maintenance costs of a large 
older property were becoming unsustainable.  

After discussions with the group, we decided to move. Due diligence in the project identified 
areas of the city accessible to our existing membership, served by public transport and that would 
be safe for our older members and for women.  

As Chairman, I undertook the search for an appropriate building by fasting for a day and then 
praying to be guided before setting out on each trip looking for somewhere suitable. On the third 
day of touring selected areas, I found a building for sale, which later became our new Subud House. 
This sounds easy and in fact it was, but our problems were only just beginning.  

We spent the next two years negotiating to sell our existing building to a Manchester property 
developer. He was a tough negotiator who had started work as a site carpenter and worked his 
way up to become a significant and wealthy player in the Manchester property scene. We also had 
to negotiate the purchase of the new building with its hard-nosed landlord owner and manipulative 
estate agent at a time of rapidly rising property prices. The delays on our side caused by our need 
to abide by Charity Law and the work collectively in the end worked to our advantage, but the pres-
sures were enormous at the time.   

We also had to keep a hold on the money raised from the sale of the existing building from other 
Subud groups in the country who had designs on the cash for their own projects. All this felt like 
playing poker with absolutely no experience, and with people who are really good at it, and having 
to win every hand. My own background in Airfield Operations at Manchester Airport was in no way 
a preparation for this!  

However, I always felt that a blessing from God carried us through, and members were moved 
to help unexpectedly and solved problems that I had not even foreseen. For example, one member 
who had been incapacitated by illness for several years got up from his sickbed and energetically 
found us rented premises that we could use for latihan while building conversion work on the new 
property was going on. Another member used his architectural skills and long experience of dealing 
with planning authorities in a way that saved the project from many pitfalls.  

Another problem we had to solve was how to set up a room-hire enterprise in order to generate 
enough income to make the project financially viable. Again, this happened in unexpected ways 
after my own campaign to drum up business produced no results.  

We suddenly had an influx of room hirers from displaced small churches nearby referred to us 
from the church where we were temporarily holding latihans. These people were very grateful to 
be able to find premises available on a Sunday for their own worship and even prayed for me per-
sonally and for the Subud group. The centre later became a focal point for Subud’s North Region 
and a venue for many Subud activities.  

Throughout this process I felt that however inadequate my own skills, with a lack of self-interest 
a blessing always came, if only at the last minute. My faith and trust in God’s provision grew through-
out the project, not from the results of formal testing, but simply by going forward with courage and 
a pragmatic determination to see the project through with patient perseverance, trustful acceptance 
and sincere surrender.   

21
September 2025

Like playing poker and 
having to win every 

hand... ”“

•



22
September 2025

All Creatures Greatly Small 
Two poems by Mardijah Simpson… 
 
The Ant on the Post 
 
Late in the dark night 
in the pool of light 
by the gate 
as I fasten the chain 
to keep the night frights out 
I see him 
standing still and bold 
on the white fence rail 
 
He is very small but big 
legs braced, pincers alert. 
I peer close to check: 
‘Are you a bad big-head or not?’ 
 
He quivers with the arrogance 
of a flamenco dancer 
bold but not big headed. 
A miniature brown shrimp 
two black eyes small as pin pricks 
gaze resolutely at me; 
guardian of the gate. 
The night will be safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
440 
 
 

 

The Moth in the Bath 
 
In the pearly prison of the bath 
you lie; fragile, still, trapped. 
Folded softly like a bud, 
dried leaf or strange seed pod. 
 
Cinnamon dust shimmers on your wings. 
A thousand eggs embroider 
the white enamel like seed pearls. 
Small clumps and clusters gleam. 
 
Did you blow in on the evening breeze 
and crash land in this smooth trap? 
Did you shed your load in panic 
or are moth births always so multiple? 
 
If you stay you’ll be washed away. 
If I return you to the night 
will you miss your children 
but recall the luminance as a glimpse of heaven? 

•
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

Adventures in Subud  
 
A book by Harris Smart presenting an overview of the development 
of Subud covering practically every aspect of Subud life including 
spiritual experiences, enterprises, welfare projects, cultural projects, 
health and healing and youth. The book is 360 pages long with 120 
illustrations including photographs and cartoons.  It shows Subud 
as a dynamic movement combining spirituality and action in the 
world. 
 
"A feast of a book... a masterful and at times heart-wrenching 
record of our Subud experience... replete with hope and  
disappointment, revelation and joy." 
...Dr Livingston Armytage 
 
"A book that will open doors to enquirers about Subud and is a major contribution  
to our knowledge about Subud and its positive impact on the world."...Valentine Navey 
Paperback available from www.lulu.com Price £17.00 (approx: A$34.00) plus post and packing. 
 
ALSO Now available in digital format, price £8.50 (approx: A$17.50) 
To purchase and download click on:   https://www.subudvoice.net/shop  
Proceeds from sales go to supporting the continued publication of Subud Voice. 

ADVENTURES IN SUBUDHarris Smart
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NEW Susila Budhi Dharma  
Pocket edition (English only) available now 

 
Price: £7.00 plus postage 

 
Available from  our website: 

 
w w w . s u b u d b o o k s . c o m  

M E M B E R  L O G I N  

Subud Publications International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans 
Herts AL3 5PH 
UK 
tel: +44 (0) 1727 762210 
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Subud Voice is published online monthly and  
 issued on the 1st of each month at  

www.subudvoice.net    
SUBMISSIONS 
Send articles, photos, cartoons etc. to Harris 
Smart, Editor Subud Voice, 
email: subudvoice@gmail.com 
Tel: + 61 (0)402 842 807  
Submissions are invited which relate to Subud 
life or are from Subud members. We cannot 
guarantee when or if a submission will be pub-
lished. Preference will be given to articles of up 
to 2000 words or less accompanied by a pho-
tograph, well-written in English and dealing 
with the activities of Subud members, or ex-
pressing a Subud member's perspective on a 
subject.   
Articles should be written in such a way that they 
are intelligible and interesting to both Subud mem-
bers and the general public. Sometimes this    
means providing an explanatory introduction or 
notes for the non-Subud reader. There is no payment 
for submissions. Correspondence about articles will 
generally not be entered into.   
Submissions to Subud Voice may be edited for 
a variety of reasons including the need to 
shorten them or improve expression. If you do 
not want your submission to be edited in any 
way, please mark it clearly NOT TO BE EDITED.  
The opinions expressed in the various articles 
are the sole responsibility of their authors and 
cannot be seen as representing the opinion of 
either the editor or the World Subud Association. 
  
ADVERTISEMENTS 
Classifieds: 50 cents a word. Minimum charge 
AUD$15.00. Display rates on request. (Devel-
oping countries – no charge). 
To make payments by credit card to Subud 
Voice for any purpose including , go to our web-
site www.subudvoice.net and click on the PAY-
MENTS button on the left hand side of the 
screen. Payments can be made there to our 
PayPal account. Or contact us for bank details 
for bank transfers. Do not forget to indicate if 
you would like your sponsorship to be publicly 
acknowledged. 
  
SUBUD VOICE TEAM  
Harris Smart: Editor and Business Manager 
Marcus Bolt: Design and Layout 
Kitka Hiltula: Webmaster

The opinions expressed in the various articles are 
the sole responsibility of their authors and can not 
be seen as representing the opinion of the World 
Subud Association.  
The name Subud ® and the Seven Circles 
Symbol are registered trade marks of the World 
Subud Association (WSA).

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

An Extraordinary Man 
Stories of Subud Members’  
Experiences of Bapak 
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NEW DVDs  
FROM SPI  
Bapak’s video Talks 
subtitled in English 
currently available:  
81 NYC 4,  
81 NYC 5  
81 YVR 2,  
83 LON 8  

83 LON 18  
For full details visit our website  

www.subudbooks.com 
MEMBER LOGIN 

PRICE £10.00 plus postage and 
packing 
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