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Everything We Need 
Harris Smart writes about the Subud Australia Congress, January 19-25, 2026... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 INTRO 
Someone wrote to me recently and said, Subud is toast. He retracted this statement a little bit later, 

but I know what he meant. It sums up a certain mood about Subud which befalls some people and 
possibly touches all of us from time to time. 

Why is no one coming into Subud? we ask. Why don’t the children of Subud parents come into 
Subud? Well, a few of them do come in, but not many. We need them to take over as we old people 
get older.  

6y

® SUBUDVOICE
No. 171  MARCH 2026      www.subudvoice.net      e: subudvoice@gmail.com • Editor: Harris Smart

Subud Australia Congress Supplement 

Antony, Oz National Chair, with Rifka, WSA Chair,  
at Subud Australia Congress...© A.Tibbs



  >

Why are Subud houses being sold? I used to belong to a group where we have 300 people on the 
books now, we’re lucky to get six at latihan. There are all these signs of decline and decay and 
possibly even fading away... 

The Subud Australian Subud Congress was an antidote to those worries. The remedy for so much 
of what we worry about is actually happening. It may yet be on a small scale, but it is happening. 
Someone asked me, was there any big change that came out of the Australian Congress? Was there 
any life changing statement made about the state of Subud and how it can be improved?  

No, there wasn't, but the reason was, I believe, that we already have it all. We don't need a big 
something more. It is all already there. Of course, we only see it in moments like this when we have 
a Congress, but it really is all happening. It has crept up on us so that we have hardly noticed it, but 
it is all already there, everything we need…  

 
2 WHERE WAS IT HELD? 
This Congress was organised in just five 

months. The chief organiser was Iliana from Wol-
longong. She found this venue not far from 
Sydney. It was called the Mount Carmel Retreat 
centre. It is a place where a religious community 
lives on a beautiful property in the scenic hills of 
the Macarthur Region. 

A lot of people commented that a special fea-
ture of this Congress was that we didn't have to 
spend a lot of time all getting quiet, because 
there was already an atmosphere of quiet on the 
place. It is of course a Catholic place, interesting 

that we should meet in such a place with our 
Fatima Congress coming up. Icons by a woman 
from Eastern Europe were to be seen throughout 
the buildings creating an atmosphere of peace 
and reverence. 

The food was good, the accommodation was 
good, even the weather was good.  

Some of us were afraid that we might bake in 
extremely hot weather, but the weather was kind 
mild. 
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3 THE KEJIWAAN 
The first two days of the Congress were devoted to the kejiwaan. 

We began with latihan in the morning and continued through to 
further shifts in the afternoon.  

To guide us we had our own excellent National Helpers team, and 
we also had all six members of the Area 1 International Helpers. We 
are very fortunate to have the International Helpers with us. They 
have been coming to Australia regularly since the last World Congress 
and they really make a difference. 

Of course, I don't know about everything that was tested but I 
did notice a couple of recurrent themes. The there was a lot of test-
ing about our parents. How is my attitude towards my father? And 
how should it be? How is my attitude to my mother, and how should 
it be? That was very appropriate because our Congress began in 
the month of the ancestors.  

The second main issue was this question of what we can do to bring people into Subud. This was 
discussed and tested about with a diversity 
of opinions and receiving occurring.  

One that I liked, came from one the Inter-
national Helpers, who if I understood him 
correctly. said Subud will grow when we 
grow, when we become the people, we 
should be. Then people will be sponta-
neously attracted to Subud. 

One of the things that I really liked about 
this Congress was that there was no sense 
of status, or looking down. It was very 
democratic. I can remember back to our ear-
lier national congresses when there were all 
kinds of unspoken rules about whom you 
might sit next to at dinner, and whom you 
might not. I really congratulate International 
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Helpers in bringing such a natural, friendly, easy-going but also diligent approach to being with us. 
I must also applaud our local National Helpers. During this Congress I got to know some of them 

better than I had ever known them before. I remember back to those terrible times when the National 
Helpers thought their role was to sit like grim faced judges. No, these present ones are again perfectly 
natural and friendly while at the same time doing a very hard job very well. 

 
4 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
We have also been extremely fortunate in having regular visits from our WSA Chair, Rifka, and 

Hamid, chief organiser of the Fatima Congress. Rifka unpacked the complexities of the multifaceted 
WSA organisation. Hamid then gave us a very detailed account of the progress so far in preparing 
for the International Congress in Fatima.  

This was one of the best presentations I ever heard in my life. In real life, Hamid is a very successful 
businessman and the detailed plan he laid out for the Fatima Congress showed his clarity of vision 
and grasp of all aspects of the formidable task. This really does feel like it is going to be a very special 
Congress happening in such a sacred place. 

 

5 THE WORK 
For two days the National committee ran its meetings concerning the business of Subud Australia. 

I remember when these meetings were often boring and even conflict-ridden sessions. Now they pro-
ceed smoothly, getting everything done without a lot of stress.  

A lot of the credit for this must go to Antony, who is our National Chair. He is a young man and 
an example of these young people we have been waiting for who are going to take up roles in the 
organisation.   

Antony comes from a Subud family, he is doing extremely well in his work in the world, and he is 
a very good as chair of our Australian organisation. He is extremely capable and efficient, never 
seems to run out of energy and above all he is patient. 

There was one session where the issue being dealt with was the bequest of more than $1 million 
which has been left to Subud by Reneé Goetz. Antony patiently presented a detailed plan of all the 
issues that were involved in using this bequest and what he believed to be the best resolution.  

And when people from the audience began to suggest entirely different solutions, based on entirely 
different principles, he didn’t get flustered or cross but took it all in good part and seemed quite happy 
to dispense with all his work if someone could come up with a better idea. 

One of the most exciting moments in the Subud Australia part of the Congress was a presentation 
online by Antony’s sister, Louisa, who has been chairperson of the Brisbane Subud group.  

She has produced remarkable results in revamping the building and encouraging it to earn money 
through Centerprise. She gave a detailed presentation of all the steps she went through to achieve 
this result. 
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She has been appointed our National 
Property manager beginning in 2026 with 
the aim of seeing if the changes she has 
been able to effect at Subud Brisbane 
might also be applied to other properties 
in Australia so that they can earn more 
money and support the national budget.  

Another online presentation came 
from our treasurer, Evan, who is another 
person from a Subud family with a high-
powered job in the real world. He takes 
his Subud job very seriously, not just 
counting the numbers in the columns, but 
really committed to improving our finan-
cial situation.  

Our finances have suffered lately because of the impacts of the world, the things that are affecting 
everybody. The insurance on our properties has almost doubled in the last year. We hope that Louisa’s 
example will really help with the national finances. 

Another issue that was resolved at this Congress 
was the relationship between Susila Dharma and 
Australia's charitable project, Dharma Care which 
not only runs the residential conference centre, Sine 
Cera but also supports projects in other countries 
including Indonesia and Cambodia. Susila Dharma 
also has its own Project, a scholarship program for 
refugees.  
There is some overlap between the two entities 
so there was a clear need to redefine the roles 
and relationships.Testing at the Congress 
sliced through the Gordian knot of this issue 
which has been a problem for 20 years and testing clarified the roles of each.  

The Susila Dharma Australia Auction raised $3,985.00, of which $1,817.50 goes to the Indonesian 
Emergency Flood Appeal, $1,817.50 to Roda Viva in Portugal, and $350 towards the Australian 
Refugee Scholarships. 
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6 ARCHIVES 
Another very important presentation at Congress came from the team involved in our Archives 

Centre in Canberra. As well as being the Archivist, Rashidah has also undertaken the work of com-
pleting and revising the history of Subud begun by Harlinah Longcroft. The History has now been re-
issued in two volumes and for the first time there has also been an Indonesian translation. 

 
7 ENTERPRISES 
When people say Subud is toast, one of the 

things that most worries them is enterprise. 
Why aren’t there more enterprises? Well, there 
are some. For example, Ron and Latimah, 
both doctors, gave a lively presentation of the 
medical clinic they have set up 

Venture Capital Partners has already in-
vested in a solar business in Latin America. 
Not only are they investing in it, but they also 
see their role as very much working with the 
enterprise, and they bring a vast amount of 
business experience with them. They are wel-
coming people to bring new ideas to them.  

There was also a session run by Irwan from 
VCP around the theme of “enterprises we have never heard of”. He says that as he travels around 

the world he comes upon many 
enterprises which have never 
advertised themselves in the 
Subud world.  

In that session we had 
presentations from two entre-
preneurs, Sofia who is work-
ing in both Australia and the 
USA in the interface of politics 
and the media, and Markus 
who told the story of how for 
the last 20 years he has 
worked to establish in Austra-
lia a recycling system for 
bottles and cans which ticks 
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many items on the environmental checklist.  
Not only does it take cans and bottles out of the environment but also recycles them back into 

being useful products rather than going into the landfill. I hope in the future I will be able to bring you 
more detailed accounts of these two enterprises. 

 
8 WORKSHOPS 
There were many workshops. Sebastian Flynn who is 

particularly well-known as a musician gave a presentation 
of a workshop called Culture Compass in which the com-
pass is used as a basis for finding direction in life.  

Another, most interesting workshop that I attended was 
run by Danika. She comes from a solid background in the 
TV industry having worked on many popular series but 
now she has set up her own business enabling people to 
video their life stories.  

She has a great energy, and we did a very interesting 
workshop learning how to use our mobile phones to make 
videos. She showed how mastering some basic skills 
could be useful in all kinds of ways, like collecting Subud 
stories for the archives. 

There were also art workshops for children, and 
the Congress also included a visit to the nearby Wol-

longong Subud prop-
erty where an art 
exhibition organised 
by Alina was on dis-
play in the latihan hall. 

 
 
 

 
9 MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC 
Music was a big part of this Congress. We are 

fortunate that our current SICA Chair is Audrey 
who is not only a good singer, guitar player and 
songwriter but she also leads the Congress choir 
which is always a hit. Always a deep experience 
for the people who participate in it and a treat for 
the rest of us as audience.  

One of the songs the choir sang this time had 
a lyric about the arrival of Subud in the world, 
with lyrics by Mursalin and music by Audrey.  

There was also an excellent Musicafé featur-
ing performances by Audrey and her daughter 
Rose, also an excellent singer and violinist. As 
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Sebastian, Culture Compass workshop… 
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well as other musical acts the Musicafé included spoken word offerings with poems by Daphne and 
Adam and a reading by Livingston of his soon to be published memoir of his life as an advisor on 
law and justice in places like Afghanistan.  

We now have so much talent. Our Musicafés are really entertaining. 

1O ACTIVITIES 
There were so many other activities at this Congress. Here is a roundup… 
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Mitchell’s bus and youth hub…© Anisah 
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Table Tennis final Bree vs Emmanuel…© SV 
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11 WHAT COULD BE BETTER THAN THAT? 
On that final night of Congress, after the closing cer-

emony, while the raucous tugs-of-war were going on out-
side, a young man turned 17 and was opened. What 
could be better than that? 

He comes from a Subud family, and it was partly in-
spired by a movie that was shown at the beginning of the 
Congress showing the development of Subud from 1901 
to 2001.  

It was made for Bapak’s Centenary in 2001 and funded 
by the Australian entrepreneurs Bradford and Rachman.  

The audience at Congress enjoyed it and a lot of 
people asked me if I would make a generally available to 
the Subud world and it is now available on YouTube.  

 
A GIFT FROM GOD. THE STORY OF SUBUD 

1901 TO 2001. 60 MINUTES 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZTfOnylsh4 
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Experiencing the Qodar 
Rasjid Butt talks to Harris Smart about experiences he has had dur-
ing Ramadan. In 2026 the start and finish of Ramadan are (to be 
confirmed): evening of Mon,16 Feb to Wed,18 Mar 2026...  

HARRIS: I'm talking to Rasjid Butt, at the Australian Congress, 
2026. You were telling me about your Ramadan experiences of the 
Qodar, which I found extremely interesting. In all my experience as 
a Subud member, I've never heard anyone else before talking in 
detail and in a meaningful way about such experiences. So, would 
you like to tell me about them? 

RASJID: Sure. So, I was opened in 1972. I've done a lot of fast-
ing – inconsistently – since then. And the first few years in Subud, 
I did Ramadan. But as soon as I got a full-time job, various full-
time Computer Software jobs, I realized or I found out that I just 
simply could not do Ramadan because I could not work. There was 
nothing in my head. I would just sit there. I can remember being at work, sitting there and staring out 
the window the entire day – all day long – fasting and finally realizing the only thing I was accom-
plishing was cheating my employer.  

I was not doing my work. I could not. There was nothing there. I "wanted to want to work", if you 
can get your head around that. But I couldn't. There was nothing there. There was no ability to push 
myself to work. The point being that I gave up doing Ramadan for decades – until I retired basically. 

So, these Qodar experiences that I started having came after I realized, 'I'm retired now'. I don't 
have to work. I can do Ramadan.” And it was always something precious to me because Bapak 
stressed it. So, I thought, great, I'll do Ramadan again. And so I did. And part of it – a nudge toward 
doing Ramadan once again – was when I woke up on the first day of Ramadan and I did not want to 
eat. I couldn't stand the idea of eating. 

 So, I thought, OK, that's a sign. Let's go with it. So, I did.  But do keep in mind that I'm not a fanatic 
about Ramadan or doing things 'by the clock' or getting up at 3:00 AM to eat a big meal! I simply did 
Ramadan as best I could.  And as an aside, I think that is important.  Do what you can so at least you 
do something, and don't try to be perfect.   

Now, I don't know if it was the first time I started doing Ramadan again or second or third or what-
ever. But to my surprise  – and these experiences were always on the odd numbered 'Nights of Power' 
which Bapak talked about – the first time, I think, I had a Qodar experience was after I had been 
seeing some unpleasant behaviour coming from people I knew well.  

And I had the arrogance or temerity or silliness to 
pray to God to fix these people. Now, you might say, 
well, that sounds okay to pray for someone, but ac-
tually, no, it's none of your business, okay? You pray 
to God for your soul, for your progress. I was asking God to do my bidding – fix those nasty people 
so they don't annoy me.  Pride. 

And so I was shown in my first Qodar experience, on one of the nights of power, this... it's like God's 
flashlight, God's torch. Total clarity.  It's an instantaneous seriousness that comes from nowhere.  And yet, 
you know who it comes from.  In literally one second, you are given a complete and comprehensive down-
load of, "You failed big-time here". This was utterly wrong. Totally unacceptable. Don't ever do this again.  

Just imagine that straight from the boss, while you're standing in his office. That's what it was like. 
Such an experience is terrifying – because you suddenly realize you had no idea you were, in classic 
terms, sinning or making a big mistake. You had no idea. So, you realize you were completely lost; 
clueless.  You had no idea you were doing something offensive. And all the while you thought instead, 
'I'm a Subud Member – I'm so cool.’ 

And so you realize – you were acting only out of pride, selfishness and arrogance.  But at the same 
time, you have just received God's Mercy!  The One Who is Almighty has bothered to come down you 
your pathetic level and has given you insight about your behaviour that you never saw before, and which 

Rasjid Butt…© D. Alexopoulou

The Qodar is like God’s  
flashlight, God’s torch.  

Total clarity...“ ”
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you apparently couldn't figure out on your own.  
Then immediately, when your stupidity is ex-

posed, you are paradoxically infinitely grateful for 
this Qodar experience. And at the same time – 
even better – you become 100% committed to never doing anything like that ever again.  Why? Because 
you have been shocked to so clearly see how wrong it was, how stupid you were, and how the right 
way is to mind your own business, do your own latihan, and take care of your own issues, and let God 
bless or guide other people, as He sees fit.  Patience and humility. So that was the first experience…  

And I immediately realized, 'Wow, this is the Qodar Bapak talked about!’  I confess I was shocked 
because I don't think of myself as anybody of any particular spiritual stature at all, so how could a 
'nobody special' guy like me have a known and named spiritual experience?   

I know Bapak has talked about it, but I secretly thought, well, maybe that's some Indonesian thing 
or other. I didn't really fully grasp that this is a really serious part of, if I may say so, what Subud really 
is. I mean, in a way, this experience gave me a hint or a taste of a reality that perhaps a lot of Subud 
members don't get – or at least if they do, they don't talk about it. Bapak once said, "Some people 
are in Subud just to help pay the rent."   

That was a bit hard for me to accept, but perhaps there's considerable truth in there. Perhaps there 
are people in Subud who do the Latihan, feel better, go home, but nothing much else ever happens. 
At the same time, I believe there are also people in Subud who are really interested in the wider spiri-
tual life of mankind.  They do the Latihan, they do Ramadan, they fast Mondays and Thursdays and 
no doubt they do get something out of it.  

I also must accept that there are members out there who maybe don't talk about it much, but who 
do have Qodar experiences. That would not be surprising, since these experiences can be totally 
shocking.  So perhaps there's layers here that we can see that are actually real. 

We plan to bring further experiences by Rasjid in future issues of Subud Voice. 
Confronting Injustice 
Livingston Armytage is a lawyer by training who devoted the sec-
ond half of his career to foreign aid, helping courts to deliver better 
justice in more than 50 countries around the world. He has just 
completed his memoir, “Confronting Injustice,” which will be 
launched by the global academic publisher SpringerNature in 
coming weeks. At the recent Subud Australia Congress, Living-
ston read the opening passage from this book: - 
 

Introduction: Afghanistan 
It was the winter of 1978 when I left Peshawar to travel through 

the Khyber Pass sitting on the roof of a truck bound for Kabul. 
The clouds were grey, the wind was fiercely cold, and my back-
packer’s clothes were hopelessly inadequate. On the journey through the steep rocky ravines beneath 
abandoned fortresses, I was robbed by a man with a knife and rolling eyes ... 

(Twenty-five years later, in 2005, I returned to Kabul to work on a project to help rebuild the courts...)  
The next day, we were hurrying to another meeting with the Chief Justice, Fazal Hadi Shinwari, a 

conservative Islamic cleric with a long beard and only the faintest glimmerings of secular law, with 
whom I grew to enjoy collaborating. The project’s 4WD was bucking like a stallion from one pothole 
to the next along the muddy laneway. We were already late. It was humid, and the air held the sour 
stench of rubbish and flyblown meat. Eagles circled lazily on the endless thermals above. As the visit-
ing expert, I was again prepping through my notes to refamiliarize our talking points. But the cabin 
was jolting so sharply it was difficult to hold the papers still, let alone read. I was hassled, hunkering 
down, when the car lurched to a stop. Now what’s stopping us, I muttered. But, at least, I could now 
read. There was commotion outside. The light on my pages flickered with passing shadows. I kept 
on reading. Then there was a noise, like a rustle of nesting birds and the chirping of starlings. Insistent. 

When your stupidity is exposed, 
you are paradoxically infinitely 

grateful for this  
Qodar experience...“ ”

Livingston Armytage…© H. Armytage

•



March 2026 Page 14

Excited. Distracting. Impatiently, I looked up to 
find the source of this disturbance. The car was 
stalled in a crowd. Teeming schoolgirls were erup-
ting from the gates beside us. Bubbling with re-
leased energy, they were talking, gesturing, laughing with their friends. Each was immaculately 
dressed in a pale blue uniform, the crest of the nation proudly displayed on their breast pockets.  They 
kept coming, scores then hundreds, at the end of the school day. The minutes dissolved. The girls of 
Afghanistan were coming home from school and walking happily towards their futures. I was rendered 
speechless, transfixed by the beauty of this moment.  

And, since the Taliban resurgence, I still am... 
 

The Outing Day 
During the Australian Congress, there was an outing 
to visit the Wollongong Subud Property. Report by 
Alena Kennedy… 

On Thursday of the congress the attending 
brothers and sisters had an option of visiting Wollon-
gong and the Subud Wollongong Centre. Approxi-
mately 14 people accepted the challenge, guided 
expertly here and there by Helena and Harlinah. They 
stopped at Wollongong harbour to stroll along the pic-
turesque foreshore and had lunch. 

Several of us from Subud Wollongong stayed on 
site and prepared for the visitors to arrive. As a couple 
of us, Celia and myself, are visual artists, we hung 
our paintings in the halls. Rowland and Celia made 
cookies and cake, and Oliver was kept busy serving 
coffees. The group members had all contributed to 
redesigning and planting our deteriorating garden. 
Just on cue the young plants flowered colourfully in 
the softness of an unusually cool and gentle day. 

The simplicity of the event seemed to stretch the time 
as we chatted on the deck, taking in the peace of Hill-
side Farm. I was engrossed with the company of my 
friends from around Australia and forgot to take photos.  

Thanks to you all for visiting us, and to my brothers 
and sisters in Subud Wollongong for embracing the 
event. Photos by Emmanuel Dias, Alena Kennedy, Bradford Temple 
and Bernie Fisher. 

Then there was a noise, like a 
rustle of nesting birds and the 

chirping of starlings...“ ”
Congress visitors at Subud Wollongong property.

Art Exhibition at the Subud House Gallery.

Chasing the Light.  
Painting by  

Alena Kennedy. > 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
< Painting by   
Celia Temple.
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Drawing Workshops 
Alena Kennedy ran two drawing workshops 
at Congress. Text and photos by Alena… 

Workshop One was a basic mark and 
shape making skills practice, with a few 
techniques offered to help one to build con-
fidence in getting started, then adding on to 
it bit by bit to create a realistic drawing. Brain 
integration exercises included drawing with 
both hands; bi-lateral scribbling and making 
mirror images on folded paper. Participants 
copied some patterns and added their own 
ideas to them. Lastly, they chose a drawing 
of an animal and copied it step by step. 

Workshop Two had a focus on access-
ing our intuition and allowing it to influence our actions, in this case our drawings. Again, participants 
started with bi-lateral scribbling. This also serves a purpose to help to clear out negative feelings and 
to obtain calmness. After that participants could copy patterns to collect a few ideas and skills. They 
were asked to choose a template that had a shape that appealed to them. After a short ‘quiet time’, 
they asked their intuitive selves a question that related to their good nature. For example, “Who am 
I if my heart is as wide as an ocean?” Their final drawing was made with a feeling of openness so 
they could draw intuitively and follow their spontaneous inspirations. 

Drawing Workshop at Congress.

< Creating  
patterns with 
 imagination and 
experimentation. 

 

 

Drawing an animal 
step-by-step.> 

 
 

Workshop 2. 
Accessing  
Intuition.
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Bringing People into Subud 
A conversation with Adam Hammer… 

At the recent Australian Congress, during the Kejiwaan days, 
there was a lot of testing and discussion around the issue of how 
we can bring people into Subud. Adam Hammer, who is from Tas-
mania and works as a counsellor in an organisation for refugees, 
told the story of how he came into Subud and suggested it could 
provide some lessons for how people can be attracted to Subud. 

Adam: I've had fairly strong views on this subject for quite some 
time through my own experiences, particularly the way I came into 
Subud, as someone without any Subud family or other context. 

I was traveling through Jakarta backpacking, I was 18 or 19, and 
I got work in a Subud enterprise teaching English. If we hadn’t had 
a Subud member doing an enterprise I couldn't have been em-
ployed in that enterprise. Without that enterprise I wouldn't be here 
today. Without the spirit of openness and entrepreneurship of the Subud member who was actually 
looking for travelers to work in her enterprise, again, I wouldn't be here.  

Ironically at my first meeting with the boss and I told her where I was living in Jakarta, she told me it 
was quite a disreputable place, and the secretary kicked me under the table and said, I can't say that! 

 And then the boss said, Well, I'll put you in a good place, and the good place was Wisma Subud. 
Wow. So, without someone who's enterprising, and then without someone who actually cares enough, 
again, I wouldn't be here.  

So, I went to Wisma Subud and was put in Wisma Indonesia and I remember the first day I walked 
in to the cafe and there were a lot of expats sitting there and they were very friendly and welcomed 
me to sit down and then asked me how long I'd been in Subud.. And I asked them what that was, and 
I thought that was very funny given most of them probably traveled thousands of miles to be there. 
And I was in the mecca of this organization by accident, and I didn't even know what it was.  

But I think the thing that struck me is that without a social space for Subud members to gather and 
to welcome someone into that space I wouldn't be here. So, some of the things I extract from this ex-
perience in relationship to bringing people into Subud is that I joined because of someone's entre-
preneurship, and someone caring enough to find me a good place to live, and through having social 
spaces to which you can invite people. 

Another thing was I was always struck by how the people I met in Wisma didn’t mind that I wasn’t 
in Subud.  I was impressed by the inclusiveness without any pressure to be informed or indoctrinated. 

Harris: And did you finally talk to someone about Subud? 
Adam: I think my curiosity was aroused just through the nature of those opportunities. Obviously I 

then started to have conversations with people and ask ques-
tions about what it was But I think interestingly at the testing 
we're doing people are talking people being attracted to 
Subud by the high character of the members, but all these 
people I met were very imperfect, and my boss was very im-
perfect. But they were doing what Bapak told them to do. They were running enterprises, they were 
running social things, they were connecting, they were creating all these wings opportunities to allow 
people to connect.  

So, I think sometimes maybe we overestimate having to become a perfect Subud member which 
is a very lofty ideal. As opposed to just doing what we've been told to do which is do enterprises, do 
wings activities, be inclusive and be transparent about what we're doing, why we're doing it, who we 
are, where we come from.  

And for myself every time I've started to connect more with my Subud brothers and sisters in a 
kind of a fellowship kind of way and enjoy that, and then do things in the community together, I've 
naturally seen people around me get drawn into that. But if we're not doing that grassroots work as 
opposed to this hierarchical organizational work, there's no way for people to come in. 

Adam Hammer…© SV

Being out there in 
the world enables a 
contact that brings 

people into Subud...“ ”
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Harris: I take the point of what you're saying is it's actually being out there in the world doing some-
thing that enables a contact that brings people into Subud. And doing it together. Being out there 
doing something together and enjoying that. And people seeing that, and it's not about us being par-
ticularly enlightened.  

That’s a very good point because oftentimes the ideal seems so unreachable but the story you tell 
brings it all back to simplicity and ordinariness. 

Adam: Yes, it’s just kindness, care, fellowship, inviting people over to dinner or including people in 
things and being able to do things, so just be normal. 

 

Appeal for Sine Cera 
 Dear Subud members 

An urgent appeal to restore, refresh, and 
future-proof Sine Cera Rainforest Retreat - 
so it remains as a sanctuary for families, 
communities, and spiritual groups for dec-
ades to come. 
https://dharmacare.org.au/sine-cera-rainforest-retreat/  

Dharma Care is an Australian registered 
charity with Deductible Gift Recipient 
(DGR) status, that includes a social enter-
prise - Sine Cera Rainforest Retreat. 

 
https://dharmacare.org.au/ https://www.sinecera.org.au/ 
It is also the only Subud governed social enterprise in Australia. We very much aim on the one 

hand to be self-sufficient, but also to be a beacon of God's love for mankind. 
The latter is easy to say, but much harder to carry out. 
Currently we have a small, tight-knit board of 3, namely myself, Asmaniah Fraval and our Chair 

Davin Shellshear. We currently do a weekly remote latihan together every Monday and talk and test 
about our direction and purpose. What is clear to us is that Dharma Care is of considerable impor-
tance, not just to Subud, but in our own small way, to mankind and the community in general. 

It is also clear to us that our direction and purpose is changing somewhat. Part of that is to become 
more Australian focussed, epitomised by our "Winter Warmer" project of the last three years where 
we have supported homelessness projects in the Queensland/NSW border area. 

The way we are structured is that the Sine Cera Rainforest Retreat (which has hosted two Subud 
Australian Congresses) generates profits that go a long way to supporting the other activities of Dharma 
Care. However, we have run into a problem. The remote location of Sine Cera is part of the attraction 
for many of our retreat organisers, but over the last year or so it has become even more remote due 
to a road closure which has added an hour to an already long journey from Brisbane or the Gold Coast. 
The road is currently scheduled to be reopened in 2026, and work has already been postponed several 
times. Our customers have become frustrated, and we have suffered several cancellations. The result 
is that we have found ourselves for the first time with a complete gap in bookings between now and 
early February. This inevitably is going to lead to a cash flow crisis. It has also meant that essential 
maintenance has been delayed, which, in turn, also has an adverse effect on bookings. 

We have a very valuable asset in Sine Cera but very little in the way of cash reserves. At the same 
time there is an opportunity: we need to use this gap in bookings to undertake considerable refur-
bishment of the buildings. By revitalising the retreat, the whole charity becomes stronger. 

“Sine Cera has been a place of peace and renewal for thousands. Now it needs our care. Help us 
revitalise the retreat so it can continue its purpose for generations to come.” Davin Shellshear – Chair 
Dharma Care Board   

How you can help us and double your donation impact 
We have a generous donor offering to match up to $20,000 dollar for dollar, so $10 becomes $20, 

$100 becomes $200 and so on. We don't need vast amounts, $20,000 until the bookings already in 

•
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place from early February recommence. We also need a similar amount to future-proof the buildings. 
 
Donations online or via direct bank deposit 
https://dharmacare.org.au/sine-cera-rainforest-retreat/ 
Donations are tax-deductible & short-term loans are welcome. Please feel free to call me on 0468 

611 561 anytime if you can help or want to know more. We would greatly appreciate any kind of sup-
port you can offer us as we work through this challenging period. 

With love and in the spirit of our shared journey – Harvey Rose MAIBEF Treasurer – Dharma Care Inc 
 
DONATIONS DIRECT DEPOSIT INFORMATION 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank of Australia: Account Name: Dharma Care Donations:  
BSB: 062580:  Account: 10374063: SWIFT: CTBAAU2S – Note the last character is the capital 

letter S - not the numeral 5 
 

The Most Important Word in Subud 
Harris Smart reports… 

The words all got together at 
the Australian Congress to 
choose the most important word 
in Subud. 

There were a lot of upsets. 
Nafsu, which thought it was the 
most important word, was elimi-
nated in the first round. And 
Courage, which had been highly 
favoured by some, fell by the 
wayside in the quarterfinals. In 
the end, only two words were 
left, Latihan and Kejiwaan, a 
rather predictable result some 
were heard to grumble.  

Then, just as the final testing was about to begin who should walk in the door but Relax.  
He insisted that he should be given a wildcard directly into the final. He said he has been so relaxed 

lately that he had completely forgotten the contest was on today. 
A lot of the words protested about this. Only Patience, Acceptance and Submission stood up for 

him and said he should be allowed to speak.  
What makes you think that you are the most important word in Subud, Relax? asked one of the judges. 
Well, Relax said, didn’t Bapak himself often use me to start the latihan? I believe that's no accident. 

Also, I am easy to say, easy to understand and linguistically diverse. For those of you who don’t know 
what that means, it means I work in every language. 

Furthermore, the entire process of the latihan could be described as a long-extended process of 
relaxation. You can describe it in other terms if you wish, such as the traditional language of religion, 
but I think in essence it is just one long process of relaxation, of letting go, don’t you know. 

I mean of course I am talking about RELAXING on a completely different level from the way the 
word is usually understood. I mean I was taught how to relax when I was a child. You know you can't 
get to sleep so what you do is first you relax your toes and then you relax your feet and you work 
your way up the body and hopefully by the time you reach your head you sleep. But what I'm talking 
about it is a much deeper form of relaxation. A form of relaxation that we can't even imagine because 
there are obstacles within us to stop us being this relaxed. I believe that if we were more relaxed 
people, would be better people. Subud is all about relaxing.  

At this point, the judges all resigned and the meeting broke up in conflict and confusion. The orga-
nisers decided to postpone yet again for another year the decision on what is the most important 
word in Subud. •

•
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 “Tujuh Turunan” 
by Arifin Dwi Slamet, Subud Indonesia... 

Reading Bapak’s talks regarding the 
influence of the Latihan on our ancestors, I 
frequently encounter his idea of “seven 
generations up and seven generations 
down”. Having grown up in Indonesia, the 
phrase “tujuh turunan” has always been 
deeply ingrained in me. However, I—and 
many other Indonesians, for that matter—
have never really questioned why there are 
seven generations, or why the number 
seven was chosen in the first place. 

In the Indonesian context, “tujuh 
turunan” literally translates to “seven 
generations”. It is a culturally significant 
idiom used to describe an immense scale 
of time, wealth, or consequence—suggesting that something is so impactful it will last (or has lasted) 
through seven successive generations of a family. 

The most common usage is in the phrase “Kekayaan yang tidak habis tujuh turunan” (Wealth that 
won’t run out for seven generations). It describes someone who is unimaginably wealthy. It implies 
that even if their descendants are reckless or lazy, the fortune is so vast that it will sustain the family 
for over a century. 

Because Indonesian culture places high value on lineage and ancestry (silsilah), the term often 
carries a spiritual or moral weight. A “sumpah tujuh turunan” is a deep-seated curse. If someone 
commits a grave sin or betrayal, the victim might claim the consequences will haunt the perpetrator’s 
bloodline for seven generations. Similarly, a “dendam tujuh turunan” refers to a blood feud or a deep-
seated hatred passed down from ancestors. 

In traditional social circles, particularly in Javanese culture, the concept of “Bibit, Bebet, Bobot” 
(Lineage, Wealth, and Quality) is vital. Being “clean” for seven generations means a family has no 
history of crime, scandal, or social 
disgrace, making them highly desirable for 
marriage alliances.  

Why Seven? 
To understand why seven is the magic 

number in Indonesian tradition, we have to 
look at a fascinating intersection of 
cosmology, biology, and ancient spiritual 
philosophy. 

Across many Indonesian cultures 
(particularly Javanese and Sundanese), 
the universe is viewed as having seven 
layers of heaven (tujuh lapis langit) and 
seven layers of earth (tujuh lapis bumi). 
This numerical structure suggests that 
“seven” is the boundary of the known and 
spiritual universe. To influence “seven 
generations” is to influence the entirety of one’s lineage within the physical and spiritual realms. 

In the Indonesian worldview, the number seven is not arbitrary; it represents wholeness and the 
complete cycle of existence. The number seven is embedded in the most sacred rites of passage in 
Indonesia: 

Poster for the 2024 Indonesian horror film Perewangan, which tells the 
story of a seven-generation curse. These days, depictions of traditional 

culture have become the go-to theme for both Indonesian filmmakers and 
audiences alike. (Photo by IMD Pictures)

First steps, sacred ground. Tedhak Siten is a Javanese “down to earth” 
ceremony performed as a child begins to sit and walk. It’s a meaningful 
rite of passage that connects the next generation to the land and their  

ancestors. (Photo by Wikipedia)
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• Mitoni (Pitonan): A traditional Javanese ceremony held during the seventh month of pregnancy   
to ensure a safe birth and a good character for the child. 

• Tedhak Siten: A ceremony when a child first touches the earth at seven lapan (a lapan is 35 days). 
• Mourning Rites: Traditional prayers for the deceased are often held on the seventh day after 

death, marking a specific stage of the soul’s journey. 
Before modern genetics, there was an intuitive understanding that traits eventually “wash out” or 

become unrecognizable over time. Seven generations (roughly 150–200 years) is traditionally seen 
as the limit of “direct” influence. Beyond seven generations, you are no longer a specific family line; 
you have merged back into the general “ancestors” or the “soil” of the community. 

The number seven (tujuh) holds mystical and symbolic significance in many Indonesian traditions 
(and globally). It represents completeness or a full cycle. In the Indonesian mindset, “seven 
generations” effectively means “forever” or “permanently”. 

The Lineage Breakdown: 1.Anak (Child)  2. Cucu (Grandchild)  3. Cicit (Great-grandchild)  4.Piut 
(Great-great-grandchild)  5.Anggas   6. Ubung-ubung  7. Gantung Siwur 

Note: Regional terms for generations 4–7 vary across Indonesia, but “Gantung Siwur” is the 
traditional Javanese term for the 7th. 

In Indonesian culture, the concept of “tujuh turunan” is more than just a figure of speech; it is a 
profound philosophy regarding the continuity of life, karma, and responsibility. It suggests that our 
actions today do not simply vanish into the past, but ripple through time, affecting seven generations 
before us and seven generations yet to come. Understanding this lineage can be a powerful catalyst 
for personal growth and societal change.  

Inheritance of Circumstance 
In the material sense, “tujuh turunan” 

manifests as the physical and financial 
environment we inherit and pass on. This 
is often discussed in terms of generational 
wealth or generational poverty. When we 
view our resources through the lens of 
seven generations, we stop consuming for 
today and start preserving for tomorrow. 
This shift drives sustainable living and 
responsible investment. 

Modern science (epigenetics) suggests 
that trauma and health habits can leave 
“marks” on our DNA. By improving our 
physical well-being and breaking cycles of 
addiction or neglect, we are quite literally 
upgrading the biological “material” of our 
future descendants. 

Intellectually, this concept governs the flow of knowledge, mindsets, and worldviews. We are often 
“programmed” by the intellectual biases of our great-grandparents without realizing it. 

Many of us carry intellectual “baggage”—the idea that we aren’t smart enough, or that certain paths 
are closed to us. Recognizing these as “inherited thoughts” allows us to filter what is useful and 
discard what is obsolete. To impact seven generations intellectually, one must prioritize education 
and the sharing of wisdom. It encourages us to become “ancestors of the mind”, documenting our 
lessons so they serve as a roadmap for those we will never meet. 

Kejiwaan-ly speaking, “tujuh turunan” implies a mystical interconnectedness. In many Indonesian 
traditions, it is believed that the spiritual “purity” or “weight” of an individual can elevate their ancestors 
and protect their descendants. Our personal spiritual practice is no longer a selfish endeavor. If we 
find peace, we are seen as bringing light to a lineage that may have been shrouded in “darkness” or 
“heaviness” for decades. 

By resolving internal conflicts and practicing forgiveness, we “cleanse” the family line. This prevents 

From Bapak’s childhood to the author’s, the bond with a grandfather is the 
heartbeat of a Javanese family. As a little boy, the author spent his days at 

the edge of the rice fields, waiting in a small hut just to hear his 
grandfather’s stories during lunch break. Those quiet moments of “field-

side wisdom” became the compass for the author’s life. (Photo by Google)
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the spiritual “debts” of the past—such as grudges or unhealed trauma—from being passed down as 
a burden to the youth.  

Change for the Better 
The power of the “tujuh turunan” philosophy lies in accountability. When we live only for ourselves, 

our horizon is narrow. When we live for seven generations, our perspective becomes “cathedral 
thinking”—the practice of planting seeds for trees under whose shade we will never sit.  

How to apply this today: 
• Ask yourself, “If my great-grandchildren inherit my current habits, will they thrive or struggle?” 
• Address the “family secrets” or traumas that have been suppressed. Healing yourself is the 

greatest gift you can give to your ancestors. 
• Make one decision this week—whether it’s a financial investment, a lifestyle change, or a kind 

word—specifically intended to benefit someone 100 years from now. 
Don’t just inherit the seven generations—transform them. Because the choices you make this 

morning will still be whispering in the ears of your descendants a century from now. By embracing 
the seven generations, we move from being passive recipients of history to being active architects of 
the future. 

 

Centerprises and Subud 
Archives 
Daniela Moneta, WSA Archivist for the Amani 
Center, writes about Living Together and 
Working Together… 

We are now completing the tenth-year 
celebration of the Amani Center in the 
Washington, DC area. The building was 
completed and opened for use on January 12, 
2015. To mark this milestone, we are sharing 
two short videos that document the 
construction of the Amani Center. The primary 
builders were Harris Woodward, Ra’uf Ramsey, and Damanhuri Alkaitis, with the support of many 
generous donors who made this project possible. 

• Construction video by Harris Woodward: https://youtu.be/l4WTT_S0TB0 
• Landscaping video: https://youtu.be/RD45Q7AU_do 
The Amani Center stands as an example of how a Subud building can serve both as a spiritual 

home and as a way to support Subud-related work. We have until January 11, 2026, to complete the 
full tenth-year anniversary celebration of this achievement. 

It is especially meaningful that January 11 is also the day Sharif Marcks will arrive in the 
Washington, DC area from Colombia. We plan to combine his welcome with the closing celebration 
of the Amani Center’s tenth anniversary. 

Sharif is coming to work with the Subud International Amani Archives and to share information 
about his archival work in Colombia. Since 2020, he has worked with the WSA Archives, and together 
with Mayerly Mendoza—a Subud member in New York also originally from Colombia—they have 
been conducting videotaped interviews with Subud members throughout South America. They have 
already completed 38 interviews, with many more planned. 

This effort is similar in spirit to the “Memories of Bapak” project initiated by Jerry Chalem in 1995, which 
ultimately documented 250 interviews worldwide. Projects like these are essential to preserving the living 
history of Subud so that future generations can understand how this organization developed and grew. 

The Amani Center is one of the five International Archives designated by Bapak in 1977. Through 
many years of planning, fundraising, and dedicated work, we now have a permanent home for the 
Subud International Archives. A few years ago, the Subud Washington, DC group formally gifted the 

The Armani Center.

•
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Amani building to Subud USA. In addition to 
Amani, there is another international archive in 
Australia, and of course the central archives in 
Indonesia. 

Within the Amani building, the WSA Archives include a reading room with photo exhibits, two secure 
and climate-controlled vaults (one on each floor), offices, work areas, and a members’ lounge. We 
currently employ two professional archivists—one full-time and one part-time—and are supported by 
three to four regular volunteers. 

We also have a certified database administrator who has worked with us for the past 14 years to 
develop and maintain our online archival database. This system allows Subud members around the 
world to access historical documents, photographs, films, publications, interviews, and stories that 
reflect the growth and development of Subud from the mid-1950s to the present. At present, about 
700 members subscribe to the database—approximately 7% of the worldwide Subud membership. 
We believe this number can and should grow. Access to the WSA Archives database is available by 
contacting: admin@WSAarchives.org 

In addition to its archival functions, the Amani building supports the wider community. Two floors 
are used by three churches that meet regularly on weekends, and the Centerprise hosts events such 
as graduations, birthday celebrations, and weddings. These activities help support the building 
financially and contribute to the sustainability of Subud activities. 

Every country ideally should have its own national archive, and when materials require special 
care, they can be entrusted to the nearest Subud International Archive. With approximately 500 Subud 
centers worldwide—about 110 of them owned—there is great potential for these centers to serve as 
safe homes for archival materials and as places where members can study and learn about Subud’s 
history. By strengthening cooperation between Centerprises and Archives, we can better preserve, 
protect, and share the story of Subud for generations to come. 

 

How to Write a Haiku 
Iljas Baker writes about the gestation of a 
haiku published in ‘Amethyst Review: New 
Writing Engaging with the Sacred’, about 
haiku in general and encourages others to 
publish their work... 
 

Haiku 
sparrows squabble at 
     the old stone birdbath 
          ah! such cool water 
 

It was a hot summer’s day and I was sitting 
in the garden watching doves, crested mynah 
birds and sparrows vying for use of the 
birdbath that I had placed near a large Lignum Vitae tree, a species of tree which was brought to 
Thailand from Java in 1908 by King Chulalongkorn. The sparrows were no match for the larger birds 
and waited their turn. When the larger birds had gone, the sparrows began squabbling over which of 
them would use the bath next (the actual birdbath is much smaller than the one in the picture which 
was selected by the Review’s editor!). 

I wasn’t thinking of writing anything, but I was struck by the life force of the birds and by their vigorous 
competition over a scarce resource. It was then that I began writing my haiku. It was written quite 
quickly, partly owing to the fact that I eschewed the traditional 5, 7, 5 syllabic count of a three-line haiku 
consisting of seventeen syllables and just accepted what came easily, which was three lines each 
consisting of 5 syllables. It does nevertheless have some traditional elements despite its non-traditional 
form: there is a seasonal reference (kigo in Japanese), but subtly in the last line (the cool water over 
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Subud Centers can serve 
as safe homes for archival 

materials...“ ”

It was a hot 
summer’s day...“ ”
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which they were competing suggests it is probably summer) and there is the cutting element (kireji in 
Japanese) which divides the poem into two parts. In the poem it is implied in the second line. 

On reflection, I could have made it more obvious by putting an em dash at the end of the line. Apart 
from emphasizing the poems two parts, the kireji can create a pause or indicate the briefest of 
reflections, as it does here. A haiku is a brief poem often expressing a moment out of time that has 
impacted our awareness. Some haiku, as this one, appear to have multiple layers of meaning – 
usually discovered spontaneously rather than with effort. 

I don’t often write haiku. They can easily come across as cute or clever rather than elemental (which 
I prefer) and if there are too many haiku placed together it’s almost impossible to read each one with 
the openness and freshness they require to be fully appreciated. Amethyst Review is a digital journal 
and rather than producing a monthly or bi-monthly journal full of content the editor has elected to add a 
new poem each day so the journal’s content is cumulative and you get to focus on one poem at a time. 

Thus, there are no separate journal issues as such, only an accumulation of poems classified by 
date. Each new poem is also sent out daily to subscribers. Most poems that appear in the journal are 
not haiku, but if you type “haiku” into the journal’s search engine some exquisite examples of haiku 
(including what I would call Christian haiku) will appear on your screen. 

 I wasn’t intending to submit this haiku to the journal and only submitted it at the last minute to 
make up the numbers. Five poems can be submitted at a time and I initially intended to submit two 
only. I included the haiku to make it a submission of three. The other two were overtly Islamic poems 
which I preferred. I was actually surprised when I learned that the editor wanted to publish the haiku.  
I have only submitted to the Amethyst Review once before and the poem the editor selected to publish 
on that occasion was also a poem inspired to some extent by Japanese culture, although not a haiku. 
The poem is called What Shaped Her, which can be read at  

https://amethystmagazine.org/2024/03/06/what-shaped-her-a-poem-by-iljas-baker/          
If anyone reading this writes haiku or other kinds of poetry or prose pertaining to the sacred (broadly 

defined) and spirituality and would like to share their work with others, you might find that Amethyst 
Review is open to publishing it. There is no fee, no remuneration and you usually get feedback quite 
soon, although if accepted you might have to wait a number of months before your work actually 
appears in the Review. You can read about the Review’s publishing philosophy at 
https://amethystmagazine.org/about/ 

Sometimes reading what publishers are looking for can make you feel reluctant to submit 
something, but in my experience, one of the most common reasons for rejection is failing to write 
about the subject(s) the editor of the journal has stated a preference for, rather than say not meeting 
their literary standards. So, if your work is about spirituality or the sacred, go ahead and submit. The 
editor of Amethyst Review strikes me as someone who is more likely to accept than reject. 

To read Iljas’s essay on Bashō, the renowned Japanese poet (1644-1694), which was published 
in the latest edition of ‘Stravaig: the Journal of The Scottish Centre for Geopoetics’, go to:  

https://www.geopoetics.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Stravaig-17-20-Nov-25.pdf 

From Susila Dharma 
 

We are delighted to share with you the recording of the peace event organized 
by Mary Salisbury (SDIA board member) on January 17, with the support of the 

SDIA board and office team. 
 

We hope you enjoy it and feel free to share it! 
 

https://youtu.be/n1_TPKp8ulE?si=ALyxaUhysBcLux_f 
 •

•
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One More Day Around the Sun 
Daphne Alexopoulou read this poem of hers at the Musicafé at the Subud Australia Congress. The 
audience was deeply moved… 
  

One more day around the Sun 
 
To the man who stopped his car to make sure 
the bear and her cubs would safely cross the road, 
the Earth shall be going round the Sun 
for one more day because of you. 
 
To the ‘crazy’ boy who used all his pocket money 
to free caged birds into the forest, 
the Earth shall go around the Sun 
for one more day because of you. 
 
To the young women who stop and go back up 
the stairs in London’s Rush Hour 
to carry the stroller and baby up the stairs for me, 
the Earth shall be going round the Sun 
for one more time because of you. 
 
To the solemn Muslim boys with big dark eyes 
who give up their seats in the buses and trains, 
yes, I am sure, the Earth shall go around the Sun 
for one more day because of you. 
 
To the toddler who screams with delight, 
every single time he sees a flower, 
we, most definitely, because of you, 
get one more day around the Sun. 
 
To everyone who hugs a child and holds them tight 
but not too tight, to the old lady who saves stray cats, 
to the creators of bee friendly gardens, 
the self-appointed stewards of streams, 
the couples who wake up early on a Sunday 
to clean up the beach, the people who cook for refugees 
and the lonely and, especially, the exhausted firefighter 
who shared his water bottle with a parched deer, 
all of you, every one of you, 
give us one more day around the Sun. 
 
And to you who have forgotten what pure joy is, 
the evil doers, the cruelty pedlars, the bullies, 
the ones who close your eyes and ears when children die, 
the ones who don’t know that all children are our children, 
all women are our mother, sister, daughter, 
all men, the soldiers too, are somebody’s son, your brother, 
I pray that today is the day you learn something, 
the day your heart softly opens. 
 
To the poet who wrote those two perfect lines just for me, 
know that I can go around the sun 
for one more day with my heart intact because of you. •

Daphne Alexopoulou.
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Presenting  Subud Marketplace, a brand-new online platform, created  
BY SUBUD, FOR SUBUD.  

It is a global online platform where Subud entrepreneurs, freelancers, and professionals 
from all backgrounds can present and offer their products and services.  

The platform makes it easy to connect directly with Subud entrepreneurs across a wide 
range of fields — from creative services and education to wellness, technology, and 

craftsmanship. All Sellers featured on the Marketplace are Subud members. 
Whether you are looking to discover meaningful services and products, or explore the  

diversity of Subud talent worldwide, the Subud Marketplace is a practical tool for building 
community through enterprise and highlighting how Subud members contribute  

to the world with skill, purpose, and integrity. 
The website is open to all visitors: no permission, registration, or special  

access is required to explore the offers. Subud Marketplace does not 
handle transactions; it is a promotional and discovery platform - a stage for 

talents, services and offers to emerge. 
 

https://subudmarketplace.com/catalog  

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

NEW Susila Budhi Dharma  
Pocket edition (English only) available now 

 
Price: £7.00 plus postage 

 
Available from  our website: 

 
w w w . s u b u d b o o k s . c o m  

M E M B E R  L O G I N  

Subud Publications International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans 
Herts AL3 5PH 
UK 
tel: +44 (0) 1727 762210 

S P I
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SUBUDVOICE  
M O N T H L Y  O N L I N E  

D E A D L I N E  F O R  N E X T  I S S U E :  

2 0  M A R C H  2 0 2 6
Subud Voice is published online monthly and  
 issued on the 1st of each month at  

www.subudvoice.net    
SUBMISSIONS 
Send articles, photos, cartoons etc. to Harris 
Smart, Editor Subud Voice, 
email: subudvoice@gmail.com 
Tel: + 61 (0)402 842 807  
Submissions are invited which relate to Subud 
life or are from Subud members. We cannot 
guarantee when or if a submission will be pub-
lished. Preference will be given to articles of up 
to 2000 words or less accompanied by a pho-
tograph, well-written in English and dealing 
with the activities of Subud members, or ex-
pressing a Subud member's perspective on a 
subject.   
Articles should be written in such a way that they 
are intelligible and interesting to both Subud 
members and the general public. Sometimes this    
means providing an explanatory introduction or 
notes for the non-Subud reader. There is no payment 
for submissions. Correspondence about articles will 
generally not be entered into.   
Submissions to Subud Voice may be edited for 
a variety of reasons including the need to 
shorten them or improve expression. If you do 
not want your submission to be edited in any 
way, please mark it clearly NOT TO BE EDITED.  
The opinions expressed in the various articles 
are the sole responsibility of their authors and 
cannot be seen as representing the opinion of 
either the editor or the World Subud Association. 
  
ADVERTISEMENTS 
Classifieds: 50 cents a word. Minimum charge 
AUD$15.00. Display rates on request. (Devel-
oping countries – no charge). 
To make payments by credit card to Subud 
Voice for any purpose including , go to our web-
site www.subudvoice.net and click on the PAY-
MENTS button on the left hand side of the 
screen. Payments can be made there to our 
PayPal account. Or contact us for bank details 
for bank transfers. Do not forget to indicate if 
you would like your sponsorship to be publicly 
acknowledged. 
  
SUBUD VOICE TEAM  
Harris Smart: Editor and Business Manager 
Marcus Bolt: Design and Layout 
Kitka Hiltula: Webmaster

The opinions expressed in the various articles are 
the sole responsibility of their authors and can not 
be seen as representing the opinion of the World 
Subud Association.  
The name Subud ® and the Seven Circles 
Symbol are registered trade marks of the World 
Subud Association (WSA).

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

An Extraordinary Man 
Stories of Subud Members’  
Experiences of Bapak 

 

 
Subud Publications International 
47 Waverley Road 
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e-mail:  spi@subudbooks.co.uk

NOW AVAILABLE 
AGAIN FROM SPI 

V O L U M E  

AVAILABLE NOW 
£16.00 plus postage

 

Subud Publications  
International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans Herts  
AL3 5PH UK 
telephone:  
+44 1727 762210 

e-mail: spi@subudbooks.co.uk

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  o u r  
w e b s i t e  

w w w . s u b u d b o o ks . com 

MEMBER  LOGIN

BAPAK’S TALKS

42

NEW DVDs  
FROM SPI  
Bapak’s video Talks 
subtitled in English 
currently available:  
81 NYC 4,  
81 NYC 5  
81 YVR 2,  
83 LON 8  

83 LON 18  
For full details visit our website  

www.subudbooks.com 
MEMBER LOGIN 

PRICE £10.00 plus postage and 
packing 

email:  spi@subudbooks.co.uk

 
Subud Publications International 
47 Waverley Road 
St Albans 
Herts AL3 5PH 
telephone:  
+44 (0) 1727 762210 

81 YVR 3 
81 YVR 4 
81 LAX 1 
83 LON 22

£12.00 p lus  postage 
For full details visit our website  
www.subudbooks.com
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